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THE LOOM OF LIFE 


By Rev. Alexander Maclaren, D. D. 


It is a solemn thought that every one of us carries about 
with him a mystical loom, and we are always weaving— 
weave, weave, weave—this robe which we wear, every 


thought a thread of 
tion a thread of the 
as the spider does 


own entrails, if I , 


the warp, every ac- 


weft. We weave it, 


\ its web, out of its 


weave it, and we | 
it, and we stitch it, | 


on and wear it; and 
a snail that crawls 
patches and makes 
cess of secretion 
substance, so you 


/ it sticks to us. 


\ might say so. We 


dye it, and we cut 
and then we put it 


Like 


/ about your garden 
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its shell by a pro- 
from out of its own 
and I are making 


that mysterious solemn thing we call character, moment by 
moment. It is our own self modified by our actions. Char- 
acter is the precipitate from the stream of conduct which, 
like the Nile delta, gradually rises solid and firm above the 
parent river, and confines its flow. 
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No. 707—Paul in Prison 


Question—How many years did Paul spend in pris- 
on during his life? 


It is difficult to make the calculation, as 
it seems to us, but Rev. A. T. Robertson, 
D. D., in the International Standard Bible 
Cyclopedia says Paul spent five years in 
prison. Dr. Robertson is good authority 
and I have no disposition to question his 
statement. Let us then say that Paul spent 
five years in prison. 





No. 708—For Christ or Against 


Question—In your opinion is the moving picture 
show, as a whole for or against the cause of Christ? 


As we have it, I think it is a curse to 
the cause of Christ. It might be made at 
least not hurtful, if it were under proper 
control and controlled after true Christian 
ideals. As it is, it is handled largely by 
unsaved men, and of course they make it 
serve the wishes of the unregenerate public, 
hence its character. 





No. 709—Prayer-meeting vs. Moving Pictures 


Question—If a church member leave his prayer- 
meeting to go to the moving-picture show, on the 
ground that the prayer-meeting was not necessary, 
as no one was sick where the prayer- -meeting was 
held, do you think his reason a valid one? 


No, a thousand times, No! God help the 
poor fellow who cares more for the moving- 
picture show than he does for the prayer- 
meeting. I know what his trouble is: He 
needs religion. True spiritual life will take 
him away from the picture show and send 
him to the prayer-meeting without a word 
from any earthly friend. You see we go 
after the thing that we love more, and leave 
the thing that we love less. That is the 
true situation in such a case. 





No. 710—Can the Theater Satisfy? 


Question—Can a Christian find pleasure to satis- 
faction without going to the theater? If so, where? 


Certainly he can. Where? Why, in his 
home, or in the house of God, in visiting 
the sick, or in helping the poor—oh, a thou- 
sand ways, if only the heart is truly and 
deeply enlisted in the cause of Christ! With 
a heart full of the Christ-life and illuminat- 
ed by the presence of the Holy Spirit, the 
theater would not get one Christian in five 
thousand. A Christian’s conduct tells on 
him every time. If he is in full fellowship 
with Christ, he will follow Christ, but when 
his heart is full of the world, he will run 
after the world. 


No. 711—Did God Create Sin? 


Question—Did God create sin? If it is not the will 
of the Father in Heaven that one of the least of 
these should perish, why should God create sin to pre- 
vent men from being saved? 


He didn’t do it. God laid before men the 
way of truth and righteousness, and bid 
them choose whom they would serve. If 
they chose obedience, there was no sin in 
the case, and they were His people. If 
they chose to sin by disobedience or other- 
wise, then it was man that sinned. As I 
understand it, God gave man the privilege 
to choose and use that privilege as it pleases 
him. You see, if God had not given man 
the right to choose which way he would go, 
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man would have been a machine, in a cer- 
tain sense, doing only what he was made to 
do. But when man had the chance to choose 
which way we would go, then freedom was 
his, and to go right of choice was a much 
greater blessing than to have done right 
only because he could not help doing right. 





No. 712—Can a Minister So Do? 


Question—Can a minister of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ engage in telling obscene stories and repeat 
what wicked men say with oaths, and then laugh 
over it, seeming to enjoy what he is telling? Can 
he in common conversation put a vulgar construction 
on everything they or others say? And what seems 
worst of all is telling all this in the presence of small 
children and women. 


A decent dog would not be guilty of such 
dreadful conduct. Not only should not a 
minister do that sort of a thing, but no 
Christian should. I will go further and 
say that no man who has respect for him- 
self, should be thus guilty. And as for a 
minister being thus guilty, it is an outrage 
upon the name. No man who so conducts 
himself is fit to be a leader in the Lord’s 
work. Under no circumstances could I ap- 
preciate the ministry of such a man, and 
certainly under no circumstances would I 
ever agree to accept him as my pastor. If 
I ranked myself the equal of a good dog, 
I would do nothing of the kind. It is a 
shame to the Christian ministry that any 
man calling himself a minister would be 
guilty of such conduct as you name. 





No. 713—How Many Members 


Question—How many members of churches among 
the Christians have faith enough in the inspired 
Word, as found in James 5:15, 16, to rely on the 
faithful use of the prescription there found in time 
of real sickness? 

It is impossible for me to answer that 
question—I do not know. I am quite sure 
that the number is small who so believe, 
but for it there is a reason: The people 
generally have not been taught to depend 
on the atonement for the healing of the 
body. It seems to me certain that the Bible 
teaches it—teaches the healing of the body 
without any human aid, except the faith of 
the interested party or parties. Jesus did 
on some occasions use means, as in the use 
of clay and spittle, but on many occasions 
He simply spoke the word and healing fol- 
lowed. In Matt. 10:1, healing was the 
result of power, not medicine; in Mark 
3:15, the means of healing was the gift of 
power—not medicine; in Mark 15:16, the 
healing was by the laying on of hands—not 
by medicine; in Matt. 4: 28, Jesus healed 
simply by power; in Matt. 8: 3, healing was 
by the touch of Jesus—not by medicine; in 
Matt. 8:16, the healing was by the word 
of Jesus; in Matt. 9:35, the healing was 
simply by the power of Jesus; in Matt. 
12:18, the healing was simply by power 
—not by medicine; in verse 22 of the same 
chapter, the healing was by the power of 
Jesus—not by any human means; in Mark 
9: 25, the healing was again by divine pow- 
er; in Luke 7:21, the healing was again 
by divine power, not by human remedies; 
in Luke 18:18, the healing was by divine 
power, not by human physicians. These are 
only a few of such instances, but enough to 





show how shallow is the argument that be- 
cause now and then Jesus used human 
means, that he always used such means, in- 
deed it is rather rare that Jesus used hu- 
man remedies, for He was all-sufficient in 
Himself. Now as Jesus was the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and forever, we see no rea- 
son why He may not heal His people to-day, 
if they have the one essential, FAITH. 





No. 714—The Soul 

Question—What is the soul? 

You have asked a very difficult question, 
one which has not very often been answered 
definitely. Evidently there is a difference 
between the spirit and the soul. Perhaps I 
can help you as readily by telling you what 
scholars say is the soul of man and what 
is his spirit. Rev. E. H. Ball, D. C. L., 
in his lectures on Differentiation of Soul 
and Spirit, says: “The soul is that inner 
invisible part of man’s living being, which 
relates him with the material earth; and 
which he has in common with all other ani- 
mated creatures.” Then Dr. Ball proceeds 
to say: “The Spirit is that inner invisible 
part of man’s living being, which relates 
him with God and the spiritual world; and 
which raises him above all other animated 
creatures of this world.” Adding to these 
two statements, Dr. Ball further says: “The 
body is the material organ of soul and spir- 
it, which in this life is the outward expres- 
sion of the soul; and which, in the life to 
come, is to be the expression of the Spirit.” 
In ‘harmony with this view seems to be 
Paul’s view, for in 1 Cor. 15: 44, where, in 
speaking of the natural body and the spir- 
itual body the distinction seems complete, 
because in the Greek the natural body is 
really the soul-body—esti soma Psuchikon. 
So it seems that we often speak of the 
soul when we really mean the spirit. Now 
keep in mind the differentiation as Dr. Ball? 
puts it: The soul is that inner and in- 
visible part of man which relates him with 
the material earth, while the spirit is that 
inner and invisible part which relates man 
with God and the spiritual world. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


“Earnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 
Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 





A CURE FOR HUMAN DOGMAS 


EBSTER says that a dogma is that 
W which is held as an opinion; tenet, 
doctrine, formally stated and 
authoritatively proclaimed or laid down as 
a church, asserted without regard to evi- 
dence or truth; an arbitrary dictum. That 
is quite enough definition for present pur- 
poses. The introduction of human dogma 
into the teachings of Christianity is large- 
ly responsible for the present divided con- 
dition of Christendom. There can be no 
question as to the fact that the cause of 
Christ has been more injured and retarded 
in its progress by the divided body of the 
Church than by any other single wound 
ever given to that body by friend or foe, 
and it has so largely been due to the intro- 
duction of human dogma. From the days 
of Constantine to the present, theological 
dogmas have played the part of a distrib- 
utor of poison for the sickening and weak- 
ening of the Church. 

It takes a long time for the adherents of 
some dogma to learn of the evil done to the 
Church by their tenacity in holding to ideas 
which are not warranted by the Word of 
God. It seems surpassingly strange that 
men, men of sense, would allow themselves 
to accept for doctrines the teachings of men, 
when they know full well the fact that 
such teachings are hurtful to Christianity 
and veritable impedimenta to the Church. 
For more than fifteen hundred years this 
fact has been demonstrated again and 
again, and yet we find men who cling to 
the practice as if the future of the Church 
depended upon the maintenance of these 
dogmas, when every intelligent man must 
know, if half informed, that the teachings 
of men in the form of human dogmas have 
stood a continual barrier to the progress 
of the gospel and a hindrance to the salva- 
tion of the world. Why may we not get 
our eyes open to the glaring evils thus 
heaped upon the Bride of Christ? Why 
should we wish to lay the weight of one 
finger upon the body of Christ to make non- 
effective its work? And yet just that has 
been the result of the introduction of hu- 
man dogmas from the days of Constantine 
till to-day, and yet many persist in doing 
that sort of work, never mind how much it 
has divided the Church of Christ, nor how 
much it has weakened it in its spiritual 
vigor or its organized power. . 

The fathers of the Christian Church be- 
gan their work, impelled by a sense of ne- 
cessity, to thwart as far as possible the 
influence of these human dogmas. Their 
plea was that all matters of faith should 
be expressed in the language of Scripture. 
In later days we have not been so tenacious 
in maintaining their plea, but the failure 
has been a weak spot in our work. If this 
one idea were maintained on the part of 
all the Churches, we verily believe that we 
could get together and stand together in 
the great battle against sin and all un- 
righteousness, at least with far greater 
unanimity. Of course, sectarians will op- 


pose such a thought, but that is no reason 
why we may not the more earnestly sup- 
port it. We call for the resurrection of 
this idea. It will be more powerful in main- 
taining the ideals of the Christian Church 
than any other one plea we can make. Let 
us rally to the thought that every article of 
faith must be stated in the exact language 
of Scripture and just so far as we can get 
that idea into the minds and hearts of the 
people, just so far will our mission have a 
chance at real success. 

We met some years ago a distinguished 
minister of the Congregational Church and 
in a discussion of our attitude toward doc- 
trinal questions, we sought to impress him 
with the wisdom of our position. But he 
could not accept it as the right attitude. 
He declared that it was quite necessary that 
we should state our views in our own 
language. He regarded it as a heretical 
move to take any such stand. Of course, 
it was not according to his liking, and for 
the reason that so limited, he could not find 
many of the’ doctrines of the average Prot- 
estant denominations sufficiently stated to 
give them a clear claim to acceptance. 
Surely he would have many to stand with 
him in such an attitude, and for the reason 
that the many sectarian ideas so dear to 
leaders could not be established at all if 
they be required to state same in the exact 
language of the Scriptures. 

Our fathers made an earnest plea for con- 
formity to the Scriptures as the surest and 
safest way to union among the followers 
of Christ. And they were right. In: our 
modern days some people have claimed that 
the liberty for which our fathers pleaded 
was the liberty to be free from accepting 
the Bible as a whole as our guide in all 
matters of religion, but that‘is a mistake. 
What ‘they sought and what they meant, 
was liberty from the acceptance of human 
dogmas—a liberty which would allow them 
to be held amenable in the Christian life 
only to the Bible and not to human dog- 
mas. It was to gain this point that they 
were led to insist on stating every article 
of faith in the language of Scripture, be- 
lieving that when so done, there would be 
little cause for division in the brotherhood 
of Christ, and that was the end sought in 
the establishment of the Christian Church. 

To-day there is a greater tendency to 
union among the people of the various de- 
nominations than in other days, but there 
is no less need for maintaining the posi- 
tion of the fathers of the Christian Church 
on this one point now than formerly, and 
for the reason that the stating of human 
dogmas may now easily divide, even though 
union seems quite in sight. A tenacious 
holding to some old-time human dogma 
would break up the finest union we can 
hope for in the “twentieth century. What 
can be the objection to this thought of using 
Scriptural language to express the Chris- 
tian faith? It would greatly modify our 
differences, it would soften criticism, it 





would unify the scattered factions of the 
Church of Christ and bring us all nearer 
to the Truth as it is in Jesus Christ. In 
such action is hope for the union idea, for 
as long as men formulate their own ideas 
and then require their fellows to accept 
their views, there can be no union of the 
Churches. Instead of appealing to the opin- 
ions and dogmas of men, let us make the 
one appeal to the Scriptures. Let us re- 
quire men to accept the Bible as the rule of 
faith and practice, but allow individual in-~ 
terpretation of its teachings. 





OH, FOR MORE BACKBONE OF THIS 
KIND! 

If the public needs any one thing in the 
officials who administer the laws of the 
land, in this day of graft, it is to have of- 
ficials who are not afraid to look wrong- 
doing squarely in the face and bring the 
wrong-doers to realize that they must either 
administer the law as it exists, or get out, 
and give place to another who will do so. 

Through the courtesy of a friend, we 
have been shown a copy of The Kansas City 
Weekly Star, in which we find the rebuke 
of Judge K. M. Landis, of the Illinois Fed- 
eral Court to city officials in East St. Louis, 
who had been winking at sin in the admin- 
istration of the affairs of the city in which 
they served as officers of the law. He does 
some plain talking, the kind that is so much 
needed in every municipality in the land, 
for if there is any one thing that seems 
hard to accomplish in the city life of this 
country, it is to get an honest and thrifty 
administration of affairs. If every city had 
a Judge Landis to measure out to its 
violators of law justice as he gave it out 
at East St. Louis recently, we might ex- 
pect better results. Any man with open 
eyes can find in most of our cities a plain 
“winking” at wrong, allowing it to pass un- 
hindered by the hand of justice. 


We once lived in a city where the city 
papers attacked what seemed to be a great 
wrong, but almost immediately they hushed 
up. We recall an instance when a danger- 
ous disease had entered the city. One of 
the daily papers attacked the city manage-~ 
ment for allowing such a thing to menace 
the health of the city, but almost immediate- 
ly the whole thing was hushed up. In an-~ 
other instance the same paper attacked a 
corporation for what seemed to be extortion 
on the people. The paper fought bravely 
for a few days, but in the moment of crisis, 
the paper withdrew from the fight and the 
corporation had its way, and the people had 
to bow down to the demands of the corpora- 
tion. What was the trouble? We suppose 
money was used to silence opposition, at 
least some power was apparently so used, 
We are told that in some cities, the police- 
men do not dare to do their duty in check- 
ing crime, and for the reason that some 
one has “a pull”—if they should lay a heavy 
hand on wrong-doing, they would lose their 
position as policemen. Only in the last 
few days the chief of police in Chicago has 
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confessed to complicity in such a game, but 
said he found the thing in vogue when he 
came into office and that he could not break 
its power and so he fell in with the drift, 
and then because some man got on to the 
job in earnest, he was brought to grief. 
Indeed, we do need men with an iron nerve 
to administer the laws and to deal out jus- 
tice to wrong-doers. 

The following we take from The Kansas 
City Weekly Star and give it a place in 
these columns because of the need of such 
action all over the country. We say all 
honor to Judge Landis for his courage. The 
Star says: 

A FEDERAL JUDGE DENOUNCES BOOZE 


The best temperance lecture of the week 
comes from Judge K. M. Landis, of the 
Illinois Federal Court, who has been sitting 
in East St. Louis. He summoned the mayor 
and chief of police into court and this con- 
versation is reported in the newspapers: 

“Don’t you know that ninety per cent. of 
all the crime in East St. Louis can be traced 
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to lawless saloons? 

“I guess that’s 
Chief Payne. 

“T have been holding court here ten days 
and every case I have tried was hatched 
in some lawless saloon,’ continued Judge 
Landis. He pointed to a group of women 
and children, relatives of men about to be 
sentenced, and said: 

“Do you see those women and babies? 
They are here as the result of your lawless 
saloons, which keep open Sunday and all 
night and all the time, and violate every 
law made to regulate them. Why don’t you 
close them up?” 

“We are just following a custom,” an- 
swered Mayor Mollman. 

Judge Landis ordered a transcript of the 
criminal cases sent to Augustus A. Busch, 
a big brewer of St. Louis. 

“T see that Mr. Busch has made a pub- 
lis statement bemoaning the fact that ‘law- 
less saloon-keepers are responsible for anti- 
saloon sentiment.’ And here are thirty-two 
saloons confessedly owned by Busch’s com- 
pany and they have been steadfastly break- 
ing the law. It may do him good to learn 
that ninety per cent. of the crime in East 
St. Louis can be traced to lawless saloons,” 
said Judge Landis. 

Just as a matter of ordinary common 
sense, the day is fast coming when the 
country will not tolerate an institution that 
produces crime on such an extensive scale. 


right,” replied Police 


IMMENSE WEALTH 


We are surprised at the wealth which is 
being accumulated in the days of world- 
wide commercial activity and, most of all, 
we are surprised at the increase of wealth 
in the United States. The press is now 
telling us of the immense wealth of this 
country as compared with other countries. 
Listen! 

The resources of our national banks now 
amount to $15,520,000,000, and so exceed 
by more than a billion dollars the total 
resources of the Bank of England, the Bank 
of France, the Bank of Russia, the German 
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Reichsbank, the Bank of Italy, the Bank 
of Spain, the Bank of the Netherlands, the 
Bank of Denmark, the Swiss National 
Bank, and the Imperial Bank of Japan, all 
combined. The story is almost unbelievable, 
and yet Comptroller of the Currency Wil- 
liams is given as authority for the amaz- 
ing statement. That America, the young- 
est of the countries named, should have 
banking resources exceeding by more than 
a billion dollars the combined banking re- 
sources of ten of the oldest governments of 
our modern civilization ought to turn the 
faces of the American people toward heav- 
en and their hearts unto God for His great 
lavishness in dealing with our country, and 
yet we fear these will be the last things 
we shall do as a people, for America seems 
quite disposed to forget God and at the 
same time to presume upon its own ability 
to do things on a large scale. Would that 
the American people might be disposed to 
pay homage unto God in a large way for 
all His goodness to our people. We are 
prospering to-day, but if we go on disre- 
garding our Benefactor, we may live to see 
the day when the situation shall be re- 
versed, and the rich shall become poor in- 
deed, for no nation having once known God 
and forsaking Him, can long remain a great 
power in the world. God is the true re- 
source of the nations. Let us not forget 
that fact! 


A BROTHERLY WORD TO HERALD 
WRITERS 


Time and -again the editor of this paper 
has wished to say a word to our HERALD 
writers in regard to some things which in 
themselves seem very small, but when 
bunched together, as they must be in the 
editor’s work, they become very large. 


The editor of The Religious Herald is 
having some trouble with his contributors 
in the same way, and out of the fulness of 
his pent-up feelings, he writes to meet the 
demands of the case as follows: 

Let us once more remind our correspond- 
ents not to use abbreviations in their letters 
intended for publication. This simply 
means that the editor must go through ev- 
ery one of these communications and write 
out in full the abbreviations. It is surpris- 
ing how many of our intelligent correspond- 
ents will put “ch.” for church, “ass.” for 
Association, and even “Xt.” for the blessed 
name. It would save us a world of trouble 
in the course of twelve months if this slight 
reminder should prove effective. 


Now, friends, do please give attention to 
what our brother says to his writers, for 
every word he says, as to his wishes, har- 
monizes with the wishes of the editor of 
this paper. Just imagine for a moment 
what it means to the editor of a paper when 
from twelve to-fifteen articles each week, 
more or less, must be handed into the print- 
er, if the writers of said. articles have ab- 
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breviated words, misplaced punctuation 
marks, capitalized the wrong words and left 
the question marks and exclamation points 
out, just think what it means to the editor 
—busy as he knows how to be, yet he must 
stop his work to put into place hundreds of 
these little marks in order that your paper 
may appear in a proper form. Of course, 
when a man or a woman does not 
know the rules for the use of these 


marks, they may be excused, if they 
use not one of them, but in many 
cases the writers know full well just 


what use to make of said marks, and yet 
leave it for the editor to make the correc- 
tion. The writer of the articles could cor- 
rect his own article in about three minutes, 
more or less, but when the editor under- 
takes to do that work for a dozen articles, 
it takes precious time and the best strength 
he can command. We would not be un- 
reasonable. We simply plead that you will 
not be careless in your writing, but do as 
well as you know. When that is done, then 
the editor will take pleasure in doing his 
best to make the necessary corrections. 





Mentionings 





*** Pastors and churches in the Miami 
Ohio Christian Conference should read Bro. 
Etter’s notice! See page 24. 


*** Tf our readers wish a copy of the 
Scofield Bible, and its notes are very help- 
ful, let them order it of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, Dayton, Ohio, 


*** In this issue of The Herald will be 
found a story of real human interest from 
the pen of our brother, Rev. John A. Stover, 
Danville, Ill. The point of interest is that 
it is a story from real life, as witnessed by 
the writer. 


*** Japan must be advancing in imbibing 
the spirit of Christ. The newspapers tell 
us that Baron Morimura, a wealthy Japa- 
nese Christian, has given one hundred thou- s 
sand dollars to establish a professorship of 
Christianity in the Imperial University of 
Tokyo. The fruit of the tree appears in due 
time, and the Banner of the Cross goes 
marching on to final victory. 


*** A note received Monday morning 


from Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., President 
of Palmer College, written from Conover, 
Ohio, January 27, brings us the sad intelli- 
gence of the death of his sainted mother, 
which occurred at Conover, Ohio, Friday, 
at 3:30 p. m., January 26. The passing 
of a devoted mother is a grief to all who 
have known the tender care of a mother’s 
love. The sympathy of our brotherhood 
will go out to our brother and the sorrow- 
ing family. 


SHEESTSSEGSSSSESGSSEssSesesSessesSsesesesesSesse ses esesesessesesseoses 


To Sunday School Teachers: 


Last Sunday you taught your class the lesson of Jesus cleansing the temple by driving out the people 


who were making His Father’s house a place of merchandise. 


Did you tell your class what you believe Jesus 


would do were He to come now and find one of our churches being made a. house of merchandise by giving within 
its sacred walls oyster suppers, ice cream festivals, neck-tie parties, apron socials, donkey parties, grab-bag games, 


and such like, as a means of making money? 


class next Sunday. 


If you didnot, suppose you undertake to make that plain to your 
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*** Rev. Morris Peterson, late of Albert 
City, Iowa, has, we learn, entered upon his 
work as pastor at Goshen, Ind. We believe 
our Hoosier brethren will give Bro. Peterson 
a real Christian welcome. 

*** We regret to hear of the misfortune 
which has befallen our venerable brother, 
Rev. J. J. Patterson, Danville, Ill... In 
falling, his right limb was broken, which 
will keep him indoors for several weeks. 
Let us remember him in our prayers. 


*** On a visit to my son in Pennsy]l- 
vania, I had a fine opportunity for compar- 
ing our own religious papers with the liter- 
ature of other more popular denominations, 
and I am proud of the fact that THE HEr- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY stood the test with 
credit to itselfi—Mrs. Esther E. Percy, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


*** Rev. C. C. Tarr, Marion, Ind., was in 
Dayton last week on his way to New Pales- 
tine, O., where he was going’ to preach. He 
has accepted for half time the church at 
Pleasant Hill, Indiana. This church was 
one of his early charges soon after entering 
the ministry. Now, after many years, he 
returns to serve them again. 


*** Rev. McD. Howsare, Eaton, O., has 
received and accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the First Christian church, Dayton, O. 
He expects to enter upon the work the first 
Sunday in May. Bro. Howsare is so well 
known to our brethren that he needs no in- 
troduction through THE HERALD. We wish 
him great success in his new field. 


*** Just think of a book of 654 pages, 
nicely illustrated and bound in cloth, selling 
for 50 cents, postage prepaid! That is The 
Centennial of Religious Journalism. It is 
full of facts in the history of religious 
journalism and in the history of the Chris- 
tian Church—order of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. It ought 
to have a place in every home. 


*** The meeting at West Liberty, Ohio, 
Rev. Thos. C. House, pastor, closed last 
week—Thursday night. Rev. Roy C. Helfen- 
stein, D. D., of Urbana, IIl., assisted the 
pastor, doing the preaching, which was of 
a high order and greatly impressed the peo- 
ple. The house was crowded. The work of 
the West Liberty Christian church is flour- 
ishing actively. See field news. 


*** Judge O. W. Whitelock, Huntington, 
Ind., is a member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Dry Forces of Indiana, and is 
devoting much time and effort to carrying 
Indiana dry. Hon. W. J. Bryan recently 
made a great speech for the Drys at Indi- 
anapolis, and it is believed that Indiana may 
soon go dry. We wish it may be so, even 
if our Hoosier Vice-President is wet. 


*** It is said that the European war is 
having a very depressing effect on the 
church of the countries involved, by reason 
of the fact that the war takes, not only the 
male members of the churches away, but it 
takes a large per cent. of the active minis- 
ters. It is said that 2,250 Wesleyan minis- 
ters in England are on the battle line in 
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active service in one way or another. It is 
also stated that 20,000 local preachers of 
the Methodist Church are in the army. That 
is surely a heavy drain on the Church, and 
we presume it is equally heavy in other 
countries, and the end is not yet. 


*** T am very sorry to tell you that my 
father (Rev. William Heflin, Russiaville, 
Indiana) has passed the time of active 
service for him in the ministry. At this 
time he is in my home, confined to his bed, 
and so weak that he cannot turn himself in 
bed without help. He may get better and 
even get out again, but it does not now 
seem at all likely. He still enjoys having 
me read to him from THE HERALD OF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY, and will be a strong advocate 
of the principles of the Christian Church 
to the end. The welfare of the Christian 
Church has always been more to him than 
life-——George Heflin, Russiaville, Ind. 


*** The Educational Board of The Amer- 
ican Christian Convention was in session in 
Dayton last week. Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D., 
Providence, R. I., Rev. W. T. Walters, D. D., 
Winchester, Va., Rev. John A. Stover, A. M., 
Danville, Ill., Rev. H. A. Smith, D. D., West 
Milton, O., and Rev. John MacCalman, D. D., 
Lakemont, N. Y., were present. They had 
a busy season of work. The proceedings 
we expect will be furnished by the secretary. 
Dr. Smith. We had short visits to the com- 
mittee room, but could not give enough time 
to their work to report the same intelli- 
gently, hence our readers must wait till the 
report of the secretary is given. 


*** Merit does not always gain wide 
spread attention, but merit always has a 
good foundation. One of the most success- 
ful pastors in the Christian Church is so 
modest that he rarely appears in the public 
prints, not even in his own church paper, 
and yet he is doing a fine work, as we learn 
through sources altogether outside of him- 
self and without his knowledge. We refer 
to Rev. Arthur E. House, pastor at Linden, 
Indiana. He has been on his present field 
about two years, and we hear that he has 
received more than 200 members into the 
fellowship of the church of which he is pas- 
tor. That work speaks for itself. . When 
he was pastor at West Milton, a short while 
before going to Linden, he made 1,800 visits 
in a few months, till it was said that he 
knew every man, woman, and child in that 
town, including all denominations. He is 
what we call a working pastor. We think 
we could name a hundred churches which 
need such work. May God’s blessings be 
upon our brother and his work. 


*** We are wondering if some of our peo- 
ple could take a hint. Well, let us try it 
and see. The Herald and Presbyter, one of 
the strong Presbyterian papers of this coun- 
try, says: “It is a fine stroke .of pastoral 
enterprise for a minister to get the Church 
paper into the homes of his people. In every 
case where he succeeds in this he has intro- 
duced an element into the home which will 
be a religious impulse, for missionary in- 


struction, general information as to the 
work of the Church, and for light on the 
work of the young people’s society, prayer- 
meeting, and Sabbath-school. The Church 
paper is a faithful pastor’s assistant.” Pas- 
tors of the Christian Church, do you hear 
that? Do you not think that the Christian 
Church and the cause of Christ, as repre- 
sented in that Church, are just as worthy of 
such treatment at the hands of our people? 
We are tempted to tell a secret. Our Busi- 
ness Manager tells us that more than 370 of 
our ministers do not themselves take the 
Church paper. How can we hope for a large 
and a healthy progress with so large a per 
cent. of our ministers not reading our 
Church paper? We ought to do a great 
deal better or put ourselves industriously 
to ascertaining why these ministers do not 
read their church paper. 


*** Some of us city preachers may fancy 
that we are very busy and doing a great 
amount of work, but we can name some men 
whose labors, beside the average city pas- 
tor, would make the city pastor appear to 
be having a fine time. Rev. W. T. Walters, 
D. D., is pastor of the First Christian 
church in the city of Winchester, Va., and 
gives it three-fourths of his time, and then 
serves seven other churches in the country 
and on the mountainsides with preaching 
once a month each. He drives an auto in 
order to make time. He is doing this work, 
not in order to get a living, but because 
the churches cannot secure pastors, and in 
order to help them out and keep them as 
active as possible, Dr. Walters and the Win- 
chester church make this sacrifice. That 
means work of a strenuous kind. Then, in 
the same conference, Rev. A. W. Andes, 
Harrisonburg, Va., is devoting his time and 
service to ten churches in that mountainous 
country, and he, too, is doing it to help the 
churches in their need in the absence of 
regular pastors. He has to use an auto 
also, in order to cover his territory. As in 
Brother Walter’s case, so in this, Brother 
Andes is giving his strength and time to the 
churches, not for the sake of the salary, 
but to keep them together and active, rather 
than to let them go without preaching. We 
doff the hat to these brethren as standing 
in the front row of the battle line and where 
the forces are few and far between, nobly 
battling for the cause of our Master. God 
bless them in their labors and hasten the 
day of complete victory for the banner of 
the Cross. Brethren and sisters, let us pray 
for these men daily, and any others known 
to be in like situation, for they have a hard, 
but most important field to cultivate. In 
the presence of such laborers, we gladly 
take a back seat and tender to them the 
highest seat in the synagogue. Few of us, 
if any, have any claims to a seat nearer to 
the Master than such men will occupy in 
“the sweet by and by,” for they are often 
in the thick of the battle when some, sup- 
posed to be more fortunate, and far better 
supported financially, are snoozing away, 
taking their rest. God bless these self-- 
sacrificing ministers. 
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By Rev. Frank G. Coffin, D. D., Albany, N. Y. 


We have been entertained and encouraged 
by the reports of the Federal Council of 
Churches recently held in St. Louis, which 
have preceded in the eolumns of THE HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. This gathering rep- 
resented forty different denominations and 
eighteen million Protestant communicants. 
A gathering of such signal importance 
awakens our thought as to everything which 
concerns its plan and work. 

The practical American mind will pass 
immediately from elation, because such a 
gathering is possible, to a serious inquiry 
as to what will come out of this whole move- 
ment. Thus far it is mostly a program of 
words and concepts. With these architec- 
tural ideas, what can we reasonably pre- 
sume will be constructed after the sifting 
and casting away, which every new move- 
ment in the world must undergo. What is 
going to remain to bless the future Church 
and accelerate its work? What is possible 
to a body of such proportions and what 
may we reasonably expect it to accomplish? 
Indeed, it might be more appropriate to in- 
quire what is impossible to eighteen million 
people given unity, ambition, and adequate 
objective. 

Some there are who are inquiring in a 
tone akin to criticism, if the Federal Coun- 
cil is not undertaking a program too elab- 
orate for an initial movement. They sense 
danger to the whole project from the single 
fact of its elaborateness, yet the thoughtful 
and conscientious will inquire how so pre- 
tentious a movement can acquit itself if it 
includes less in its program than the King- 
dom as outlined by Christ involves. 


That the Federal Council embodies that 
for which all true Christians have a desire, 
no one will question; namely, the working 
unity of all the followers of Christ. It 
makes no attempt to create new ecclesias- 
tical opinions nor reemphasize old ones. It 
assumes no prerogative of regulating indi- 
vidual or denominational theology. It em- 
phasizes the common objective of all Chris- 
tians and seeks to blend all of the Churches 
into a working unity to realize that for 
which Christ established His Kingdom on 
earth. 


Beneath the clash and rivalry of misguid- 
ed ecclesiasticism lies this common hope. 
But for ungrounded prejudice and sus- 
picion, it would long ago have borne fruit 
of manyfold. The Federal Council will be, 
to say the least, an agency to disarm 
suspicion and create unity of vision and 
comity for cooperation. 

Within its plan is the possibility of mak- 
ing the movements of the Church great 
movements, backed by a unity never before 
given them. The value of this has already 
been demonstrated in great international 
evangelistic movements which sweep a 
whole city and awaken the lethargic masses 
into spiritual responsiveness. Given a na- 


tional and even international application 
of this principle, such as is possible through 
the Federal Council, there could be a re- 
sponse nation and world-wide to any enter- 
prize of the Kingdom which its program 
might agitate. 


What promotion of evan- 





gelism, social service, and other needed for- 
ward movements would result! Many now 
slightly emphasized features in Christ’s 
program could quickly come into their own 
right. 

The Federal Council can do, by simply 
intensifying the work on the program which 
it has adopted, what is greatly needed to 
be done; namely, take emphasis of the 
Church from dogma and place it upon duty. 
The Council stresses genuine Christian 
practice above obsolete denominational shib- 
boleths. It seeks to make our Lord’s Good 
Samaritan and Poor Publican teachings 
have living meaning above the captious, 
Pharisaical, or Sadducean hypothetical ques- 
tionings. 

Successful federation will ultimately de- 
mand an advance movement in genuine 
unity. To such an ideal the Christian 
Church can be most hospitable without 
shifting its position. The platform upon 
which union will be brought about will also 
be acceptable, I think. The logic of federa- 
tion is inevitably toward union upon the 
basis of an open Bible and Christian living. 


The Church heretofore has shown a la- 
mentable dissipation of energy. Sections 
of Zion have labored indefatigably for 
some phase of kingdom work, but at the 
same time lived obliviously of other equally 
important calls. Other sections have at the 
same time been placing their emphasis else- 
where. The result has been a program short 
in fruitage and partial in the enlistment of 
constituency. The Federal Council can, and 
I believe will, shape an impartial vision of 
Christian service and enlist the whole 
Church in it. It goes without saying that 
this will mean the conservation of strength 
and finance, and an appreciable increase in 
results. 


When we unanimously arrive at such a 
program, the forces of iniquity will have 
cause to quake, for no organized evil in 
society will be able to resist the concerted 
onslaught of eighteen million Christians. 
Reforms now struggling for recognition will 
have been accomplished and many good 
projects carried beyond the point of uncer- 
tainty. Could this ideal have been possible 
a century ago, the abolition of the liquor 
traffic would have been history instead of 
an objective sloganed to be finished in 1920. 

A working unity of churches such as that 
provided by the Federal Council will go far 
in shaping and enforcing national and in- 
ternational ideals and relations. The Coun- 
cil is at present vehement in its declarations 
against war. Can such an ideal, absolutely 
supreme in its operation, be established? 
Certainly not by one denomination or one 
geographical section. It can be done when 
the devotees of the Christian religion 
throughout the world stand unequivocally 
for an anti-war attitude. 


Among the things which the Council is 
already trying to do may be mentioned the 
following: ; 

The institution of conferences on great 
religious questions. Such conferences are 
certain to bring unity to the churches, for 
men are not so far apart as might be sup- 


posed. They simply dwell on different sides 
of fences which their forefathers have built. 

To be a clearing-house for nation-wide 
religious interests. 

To originate and present memorials in be- 
half of great causes. ; 

To send Christian embassies abroad in 
the hope of creating the impression of what 
Christianity should be when applied inter- 
nationally and bearing the felicitations of 
Christians of one nation to Christians of 
another nation regardless of the diplomatic 
difficulties between those nations which may 
then be pending. 

To promote Christian relations between 
America and the Orient. 

To relieve suffering caused by war and 
to assist stricken churches in the war areas. 

To call the followers of Jesus Christ to 
united prayer for great objects in behalf of 
humanity. 

To secure adequate spiritual ministra- 
tions in our army and navy, by securing 
additional chaplains for such service. 

To call Protestants to the celebrations of 
The Quadri-Centennial of Protestant Refor- 
mation and to reemphasize to all Protestant 
Christians the things for which Protestant- 
ism stands. 

Helping to facilitate religious work at in- 
ternational expositions and other important 
gatherings. 

To render special services to such people 
as become the care of all Churches rather 
than of one Church, notably the negro and 
the foreigner. Also to agitate in behalf of 
the unfortunate in child labor and other 
unfair working conditions of toilers. 

Preparing and distributing publications 
which educate the people toward various 
phases of united religious work. Among 
these being year-books of general informa- 
tion concerning religious work and statistics 
of the churches. 

Maintaining a Bureau of Information and 
press service for newspapers and period- 
icals of the country in order that religion 
may be recognized and accredited as one of 
the features of human society. By this 
method religious news shares the same 
prominence as war news, baseball, and oth- 
er absorbing questions. 

Organizing systematic effort through con- 
stituencies which represent all phases of or- 
ganized Christian work. 

These are in the pronouncement of the 
Federal Council for the work which it now 
has in hand. The possibility of accomplish- 
ing many of these things is evident, if there 
is a wise and determined attempt to do so. 
It is not a dream. It is a vision. Its real- 
ity will some day prove it. The plan: is 
sane, hospitable to new ideas, and so far 
imposes no barriers which would keep out 
any body of believers who really seek to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 


No friendship is worth the same unless it 
does the highest good, assisting us to escape 
from the manifold forms of selfishness, and 
to look at duty with fresh impulse.—Sel. 
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One will appreciate one’s home privileges 
of worship more after a Sabbath spent in 
a modern metropolis. I have always en- 
joyed the worship of the sanctuary at home, 
but I appreciate it more now. 

I was more happily situated during my 
recent Sabbath in Chicago than most ab- 
sentees from home, because I was in com- 
pany with that splendid man, Mr. J. R. 
McNally, my next-door neighbor, who knew 
Chicago fully, but even then it was a day 
lacking in the sweet and tender associations 
of the loved scenes at home. “Home, sweet 
home; be it ever so humble, there is no 
place like home.” 

Our headquarters was in the La Salle 
Hotel, in the heart of the business district 
—a hotel with a thousand employees and 
entertaining regularly two thousand guests. 
Sky-scrapers were towering all around. 
Banks with resources approaching the bil- 
lion mark were present in every direction. 
Splendor, riches, material success were in 
the air. But it was miles to the nearest 
church. The churches retreat before the 
advancing millions of the modern city! The 
mission work is there to throw out the life- 
line, but the Church of God, against which 
“the gates of hell shall not prevail,” has 
sidestepped to the outskirts. Revelation 
tells that in the city of the New Jerusalem 
there shall be no temple. The modern city 
at its center lacks the temple, but it is far 
from being a New Jerusalem situation, 
since the glory of the Lord does not fill it. 
It is a serious situation—heart-rending, hu- 
miliating, challenging. 

Two other tendencies indicate the defeat 
of the Church in our present-day Baby- 
lons—the multiplication of independent 
churches and organizations and the apathy 
of the membership toward the services of 
the sanctuary. 

The Chicago papers on Saturday after- 
noon and Sunday morning announce more 
services for Christian Science, New 
Thought, Psychic and Sociological Re- 
search, and independent churches than they 
do for the regular organizations of Chris- 
tians in affiliated relationship with militant 
groups specifically commited to a program 
of progress for the Kingdom. Some are 
inclined to welcome this situation as prom- 
ising the early decay of sectarianism and 
the enthronement of brotherhood. Would 
that it were so! But the danger is that 
this condition portends the death of religion 
itself as an organized power for righteous- 
ness in the world. Independent churches 
live a spasmodic life at best, and soon pass 
away. The only hope of a church is to 
throw its life and power into an affiliated 
relationship with other churches entertain- 
ing similar ideals of stewardship and in 
united fellowship to war on the evils of our 
day. I believe in Christian union, not in 
disunion. I wish the time soon to come 
when all Christ’s followers shall unite in 
one mighty army for man’s redemption. 
This holy consummation, however, must 
come by the union of forces, not by dis- 
union of the units already united. 

The Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America is the doorway of our 
hope in the realization of our Master’s 
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prayer for the oneness of His disciples, and 
not the independent church. And such 
movements as Christian Science, New 
Thought, Psychic and Sociological Research 
Societies are vastly more pernicious, be- 
cause openly resisting the Church and re- 
ducing all life to a mere intellectualism. 
The apathy of the church membership 
towards the services of the sanctuary is dis- 
couraging to say the least of it. It evi- 
dences itself not only in failure to attend 
the services, but also in the reduction of 
the number of services. We found difficulty 
in locating a church that maintained an 
evening service and went eight miles to a 
church that had announced a service for 
the evening, only to find its appointment 
called in. Very few Chicago churches have 
any services on Sunday beyond the Sunday- 
school and morning preaching service. At 
night we finally attended the South Congre- 
gational church, made world-famous as hav- 
ing Marion Lawrance as its Sunday-school 
superintendent. We arrived late and found 
less than fifty persons present to hear a 
series sermon, advertised long in advance, 


THE MASTER’S | <iabsneeee dummy 


Have ye looked for my sheep in the desert, 
For those who have missed their. way? 


Have ye been in the wild, waste places, i 
Where the lost and wandering stray? 

Have ye trodden the lonely highway, ; 
The foul and the darksome street? 

It may be ye’d see in the gloaming 
The print of my wounded feet. 

Have ye folded home to your bosom 
The trembling, neglected lamb, 

And taught to the little lost one 
The sound of the Shepherd’s name? 

Have ye searched for the poor and needy 
With no clothing, no home, no bread? 

? 


The Son of Man was among them— 
He had nowhere to lay his head. 


Have ye carried the living water 
To the parched and thirsty soul? 
Have ye said to the sick and wounded, 
“Christ Jesus makes thee whole?” 
Have ye told my fainting children 
Of the strength of the Father’s hand? 
Have ye guided the tottering footsteps 
To the shore of the golden land? 


Have ye stood by the sad and weary 
To soothe the pillow of death, 
To comfort the sorrow-stricken, 
And have ye felt when the glory 
Has streamed through the open door, 
And flitted across the shadows, 
That there I had been before? 


Have ye wept with the broken-hearted 
In their agony of woe? 
Ye might hear me whispering beside you 
“Tis the pathway I often go!” 
My brethren, my friends, my Aisciples, 
Can ye dare to follow me? 
Then, wherever the Master dwelleth, 
There shall the servant be! 
—Freeman’s Journal. 


by no less a religious leader than President 
Oroza B. Davis, of the Congregational The- 
ological Seminary. Most of those who had 
come were women. The men were, with one 
exception, either bald-heads or grey-heads. 
But there was one encouraging feature— 
spiritual earnestness and the spirit of evan- 
gelism. This came particularly to the front 
in what the pastor, Dr. Peabody, styled the 
family altar service. It met in a room ad- 
joining the auditorium, immediately follow- 
ing the sermon, and was attended by about 
twenty persons. There were many requests 
for prayer that friends might be saved and 
virile testimonies indicative of a vigorous 
spiritual life within. 
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For the morning service, at the sugges- 
tion of the Information Clerk at the Hotel 
La Salle, we attended what is known as The 
Central Church. The minister is the fa- 
mous Frank W. Gunsaulus. The services are 
held in the mammoth city auditorium on 
Michigan Avenue. Why should not a thea- 
ter during the week be used as a church on 
Sunday? This independent organization ad- 
vertises itself as “the stranger’s home.” It 
rents pews to regular attendants and re- 
ceives voluntary offerings for its support. 
About five thousand persons attend, but 
only one service a day is held and the or- 
ganization is hitched up to no community 
load. Its program is preaching, and of this 
it has the best. A choir of one hundred 
trained voices adds greatly to its drawing 
power. Dr. Gunsaulus has arranged with © 
Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, of Plymouth 
church, Brooklyn, to exchange pulpits with 
him every other Sunday—and so we heard 
Dr. Hillis. He gave a great sermon, as he 
always does. Hillis is no orator. His voice 
even is against him. But he secures un- 
divided attention. He preached forty-five 
minutes, I was told, but I would never have 
thought it. “The Fascinations of Christ for 
the Common Man,” was the theme. Its 
treatment fascinated the heart. The pity 
of the situation is that the spiritual energy 
it quickened is destined mostly to be dissi- 
pated, since not definitely designed to be 
connected up with modern life and its needs. 
And at night this auditorium was given 
over to a lecture on New Thought, a silly 
effort at self-regeneration. 

I have always had a revulsion against 
living in a large city. That revulsion was 
wonderfully shaken up by my experience in 
Chicago. There are so many opportunities 
in the city to invest life for the Master. 
It is the duty of Christian men to give 
themselves unstintingly that our cities may 
be redeemed for Christ, not only man by 
man, but in their social, industrial, political, 
intellectual life as well. And they will do 
it. The present retreat, disunion, apathy 
are but temporary. The cause of righteous- 
ness will come up on the crest of a new ad- 
vancing wave, and seated high upon its bil- 
lows will ride the Church of the living God 
and the men and women of that Church 
purified and white-robed because they have 
fully appreciated the Master’s “In-as- 
much.” W. A. HARPER. 


THE LAW OF RESTRAINT 

Carry love to its limit, and it turns to 
hate. 

The extreme of liberty is license. 

Analyze to the limit of analysis, and ev- 
erything- is ugly, hideous, undesirable. 

The extreme point in friendship is bond- 
age. 

It is the limit of the boundary of joy 
that makes us prize it. 

Rest as a blessed privilege is more sweet 
than we can express. Rest carried beyond 
the point where it is rest, is death Elbert 
Hubbard, in Hearst’s Magazine. 


The bigger self looks to us, the smaller 
we look in the eyes of God.—Selected. 


’ 
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The Home Mission Department of the Mission 
Board of the Christian Church 


What It Is and What It Does 


The Mission Board of the Christian 
Church is the name of the corporation which 
does all of the mission work of the Chris- 
tian Church both in the home and the for- 
eign fields. 

The Board is divided into the two depart- 
ments, the Home and the Foreign. The 
name indicates the work of the department, 
and yet I desire to go a little more into de- 
tail as to the work that is performed by the 
Home Department. 

I do not have the space to tell of the his- 
tory of the work of home missions in the 
Christian Church, suffice it to say that the 
whole early history of the Church was the 
result of the home mission spirit and that 
there were efforts at different times during 
the 19th century to organize it into some 
definite form, but met with very little suc- 
cess until the last quarter of that period. 

Great credit is due to the late beloved J. 
P. Watson for the beginnings of the organ- 
ized work in home missions, and to Dr. J. G. 
Bishop for the development in the earlier 
stages of the work. 

At the quadrennial convention of The 
American Christian Convention at Hunt- 
ington, Ind., in 1906, the first step was 
made in separating the work of the Mission 
Board so that one man could give his whole 
attention to the home work, and Dr. O. W. 
Powers was elected Home Mission Secre- 
tary. He served most efficiently in the 
office for eight years. At the convention at 
Springfield, Ohio, in 1914, it was decided 
to not only have two secretaries, but to have 
the Mission Board divided into two depart- 
ments with five members in each, the mis- 
sion secretaries being ex-officio members of 
the Board and of their respective depart- 
ments. 

All matters that are passed by either de- 
partment must be ratified by the whole 
Board, but all home mission matters are 
virtually settled in the Home Department, 
and the same is true of the Foreign. 

The present membership of the Home 
Board are: Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, of 
Wolfeboro, N. H., President; Rev. C. B. 
Kershner, Warren, Ind., Secretary; Omer 
S. Thomas, Dayton, 0., General Secretary 
and Treasurer; other members: Mervin S. 
Campbell, Collison, Ill.; Mrs. Alice M. Bur- 
nett, Dayton, Ohio. 

The Mission Board meets once each year 
to make the appropriations, plan the work 
in formulating policies, taking up new work, 
etc. . 

When business needs to be attended to 
during the interim it is done by the Home 
Mission Council, composed of members 
Kershner, Burnett, and Thomas. 

The work of the Home Mission Depart- 
ment may be classed as follows: Conquest, 
Conservation, and Sustentation. 

First that of Conquest. The Home Mis- 
sion Department is the servant of the whole 
denomination and should be used wherever 
it is possible in reaching out into the new 
fields that are deserving. For instance, the 
officers of a conference see a fine opportunity 
for the establishment of a new church in a 





section where it is needed very much. They 
do not have the money that is needed for the 
establishment of the church, so they call 
upon the Home Mission Department to as- 
sist them. The executive secretary makes 
investigation as to the need and the oppor- 
tunity either by visiting or searching inquiry 
by correspondence, and if he deems it wise to 
undertake the work he so reports it to his 
Board. After thorough investigation the 
Board may decide the assistance that is to 
be given the work at that point. Thus every 
conference in the denomination may be on 
the lookout for development and seek the 
cooperation of the Home Department. 

It is not possible for the Board to answer 
all of the calls because of the limited funds 
that are at its disposal. However, many of 
the best churches of the denomination have 
been built in this very way. 

In “The Christians and the Great Com- 
mission” Dr. Bishop gives a list of about 
one hundred and forty churches that have 
thus been aided by Home Missions. We 
have a few missionaries on the frontier 
whose work is not only to preach to the 
churches that are already established, but 
to seek out the places where their help is 
needed and to minister to them. We are 
thus ministering to the isolated plainsmen 
and farmers in Wyoming, and to the lum- 
bermen in Washington. 

Second: Conservation. There are condi- 
tions which many of the churches face at 
sometime in their existence almost impossi- 
ble for them to meet alone. It may be the 
change of community conditions causing the 
removal of many of the members of the 
church from the neighborhood; or that the 
church has been dominated for years by 
older people who have died and left it with- 
out leadership; or it may be, as is frequent- 
ly the case, that the burden of debt is so 
heavy the church cannot keep going under 
the weight. I know of one town where the 
church lost many of its members because of 
the removal of a glass factory to another 
town, taking the workers with it. Thus 
there is constantly a need for assistance to 
be given to churches, where there is already 
a nucleus and facilities for work, until they 
can again regain their position of aggres- 
sive work for the Master. 

The Department is trying to get to the 
place where it can plan to assist churches 
in doing mission work in their communi- 
ties. One city church, in order to use its 
membership in service, is planning to start a 
city mission, and to open the church sev- 
eral nights in the week so that they may be 
able to gather men and women from the 
by-ways of life into the Master’s house. 

Conquest of new work will be fruitless if 
we fail to conserve that which we have. 

Third is Sustentation. By this I mean 
that every new responsibility that is added 
to the church either at home or abroad, re- 
quires that the church at home must be 
strengthened enough that it will have abil- 
ity to bear the heavier burden that growth 
brings. 

One of the greatest needs that the church 
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at home may be able to cope with the pro- 
blems that growth brings to it, is that of 
competent leadership. Realizing that the 
leadership is to come from the ministry now 
being educated in our schools, the Home 
Mission Department is seeking to cooperate 
with our schools just as much as-is pos- 
sible. 

We may liken the Home Mission work to 
avine. There are the tendrils that are con- 
stantly reaching out into new places, which 
is the conquest of the work. Then there 
is a need that every part of the branch be 
guarded and cared for, even to guiding 
and trimming and furnishing the trellis 
over which to climb. Not the least of the 
forces that go to make up the life of the 
vine that it may answer the end for which it 
exists, is the root boring down into the 
soil reaching for the elements that are to 
go into the vine where the fruit is. This 
is the sustentation. The Home Mission 
Department seeks to get to the place where 
life can be hitched up to the work of the 
church, where are the elements able to equip 
the active forces of the church with money 
and talent so that the needs of the vine 
may be met as they come. 

To this end the finance methods of the 
churches, especially in soliciting mission 
funds have received a great deal of atten- 
tion from the Department. 

Sustentation is also necessary not ‘only 
to the work of the care for that which is 
gained in the home field, but it is the con- 
nection with the Foreign Department also. 
Without this development and strengthen- 
ing of the home base we would have all of 
the advanced work of the church stranded 
soon for lack of support. 

Thus Home Missions may be said to be 
one of the fundamental enterprises of the 
church in its work in the establishment of 
the Kingdom. OMER S. THOMAS. 


I REMEMBER 


I remember, I remember the house where 
I was born, the little window where the sun 
came peeping in at morn. You’d hardly 
know the old place now, for Dad is up-to- 
date and the farm is scientific, from the 
back lot to the gate. The house and barn 
are lighted with acetylene, the engine in the 
laundry is run by gasoline; we have silos, 
we have autos, we have dynamos and things, 
a telephone for gossip and a phonograph 
that sings. The hired man has left us—we 
miss his homely face—a lot of college grad- 
uates are working in his place. There’s an 
engineer and fireman, a chauffeur and a 
vet., ‘lectrician, and mechanic. Oh, the 
farm’s run right, you bet. The little win- 
dow where the sun came peeping in at morn 
now brightens up a bathroom that cost Dad 
a car of corn. Our milk maid is pneumatic, 
and she’s sanitary, too, but Dad gets fifteen 
cents a quart for milk that once brought 
two. Our cattle came from Jersey and the 
hogs are all Duroc, the sheep are South- 
down beauties, and the chickens Plymouth 
Rock. To have the best of everything that 
is our aim and plan, for Dad not only farms 
it, but he’s a business man.—E. F’. McIntyre. 


The bigger self looks to us, the smaller 
we look in the eyes of God.—Selected. 
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Back to Mother’s Arms 


By Rev. John A. Stover, A. M., Danville, Il. 


“Nurse, will you place that extra covering 
over my feet. There! That’s better! It’s 
so hard for me to keep warm to-night. But 
I am glad I had my talk with the chaplain. 
I feel more at rest than I have for years. 
If only I could see my mother, I could be 
perfectly happy.” 

“No, it won’t hurt me to talk. And I 
want to talk so badly to-night. I want to 
tell you my story. It’s a long story, so 
come close. 

“No, it won’t hurt me to talk.” 

Here he was stricken by a paroxysm of 
pain, but after a moment’s pause he con- 
tinued: 

“My mother was a beautiful woman. I 
never saw such eyes as mother had. She 
used to call me her little knight. And I 
was, for no one ever dared to say anything 
against my mother. 

“Every Sunday mother was found at 
church. Old Preacher Berwick always 
claimed she was the best listener he had. 
How she could pray, too. One would think 
God was in the next room and she was talk- 
ing to Him. She prayed for me, as only a 
mother can, when she saw I was becoming 
wayward. 

“Raise my head a little, nurse. It’s hard 
for me to breathe when the pain hits me. 
The spell will pass in a moment. 

“When I grew. to young manhood, I fell 
in with evil companions. In my inexperi- 
ence what they offered seemed attractive. I 
did not understand that their influence 
would ruin me. Mother tried to tell me; but 
I would not listen. Her heart was broken, 
when she found me drunk in my room one 
morning. She always seemed down-hearted 
after that. 

“She soon died of a broken heart, and I 
was the cause of it. I told her she was 
foolish to worry about me. How I wish now 
I could meet her and tell her how I love 
her.” 

“After mother died I sobered up for a 
time, and made good in the shop. I could 
turn off more work than any of them. But 
look at me now. A wreck!” 

Here he paused for a moment, wiping a 
tear from his eye. The nurse seeing that 
the effort at conversation was wearing him, 
tried to quiet him, but to no avail. 

“No, nurse,” said he, “I must talk to- 
night. I can’t sleep. Say, what was I talk- 
ing about? Oh, yes! For ten years in the 
shop I worked like mad. Worked and 
drank! Finally the inevitable crash came. 
Hard work and dissipation had undermined 
me, and this is the result.” And he held 
up a shriveled and pain twisted arm. 

“How I suffered, almost starved, before I 
consented to be brought here. But my mon- 
ey had been spent for drink, and the char- 
ity of a drunkard’s friends was soon ex- 
hausted. I know how cold and bitter the 
world is to the helpless poor.” 

“Yes, I’m getting tired, but I’ll soon be 
through. How glad I am that I called the 
chaplain. He made the things so plain to 
me. He said if I would take God’s way, 
God would take me, and would give my 
mother back to me. 

“T have been thinking since, that there 


is one thing more, I would like for him to 
do for me. Do you suppose that he would 
see that my name is placed on the church 
membership roll, where mother used to at- 
tend. Tell him, won’t you, nurse? 

“Yes, you may lower me a trifle. Thank 
you, that’s better. Now I’ll rest awhile.” 

The nurse presently left him, and upon 
her return a few minutes later he was lying 
quietly, apparently sleeping. But soon he 
raised himself upon his elbow, and said in 
a tone of glad surprise: “Mother, you’ve 
come for your boy, haven’t you? How beau- 
tiful you are! And no tears!” 

The faithful nurse hurried to his bed- 
side, but it was a lifeless form which she 
laid back upon the pillow. She placed her 
hand over his heart, and with a sigh she 
went to the overseer’s office, and said, “Mr. 
Jones just died.” 


Without replying he turned to the tele- 
phone and calling the undertaker, said: “Is 
this Gregory and Smith’s Undertaking Par- 
lors? This is Mr. James, overseer at the 
County Poor Farm. One of the inmates 
just died and we would like to have you to 
report at once. There’re no friends, so the 
burial will be private and will take place 
at 10: 00 o’clock to-morrow morning, if con- 
venient to you. ‘Good bye!” 


PREPARE TO MEET THE TROUBLE 
BY ELDER WM. N. DECK 


Don’t think when clouds are scattered you 
are certain to escape, because a storm may 
gather that would drown you in the lake; 
so if you want no trouble, just keep this 
rule in view—prepare against the trouble, 
before the trouble troubles you. Sometimes 
the brightest morning precedes a rainy day, 
and without a word of warning, our hopes 
have slipped away. So we’d better build 
the bridges over streams we’ve got to cross, 
or else in the near future, we will surely 
suffer loss; so if you want no trouble, just 
keep this rule in view—prepare to cross the 
rivers before the trouble troubles you. The 
virgins did not trouble to get themselves 
some oil, and when the Bridegroom came 
they then began to squall. So if we don’t 
want troubles to double on our way, to 
guard against the trouble we must not for- 
get to pray. The sinners make their troubles, 
that triple on their way, because they do 
not. trouble to watch and pray. Hence that 
cheery little proverb; dear sister, it won’t 
do, to have no trouble, till the trouble 
troubles you. 





THE RELATION OF THE MINISTER TO 
OUR CHURCH ENTERPRISES 


BY A. M. ADDINGTON 


The Church of Jesus Christ is the great- 
est institution in the world, that demands 
the attention of man to-day. Divinely in- 
stituted. It was the divine Son that said, 
“TI build my church.” Its purpose is to car- 
ry out the divine ideals. Its mission to en- 
lighten the world along the plan of thé 
divine Father, for the uplift of mankind, 
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and salvation to the creatures of His great 
love. 

Jesus, as the Builder of His Church, be- 
came the Example of the minister. He came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister. 
He went before in the very way that pleas- 
ed the Father. He told His apostles—min- 
isters—that as the Father had sent Him in- 
to the world, even so He sent them into the 
world, with the assurance that “Greater 
works should they do, than He did, because 
He went to the Father.” 

It has been truly said, “The Church is 
Christianity organized for service,” in 
speaking of the visible Church. An organ- 
ized body should have certain enterpriscs 
or purposes, well planned, to engage the 
energy of the body. 

The minister should not be a boss, but a 
leader, fully equipped with all necessary in- 
formation along the lines of the enterprises 
of the church, and with a heart alive to the 
importance of the work, and full of desire 
to forward the same. 

The Master said: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel,” and, “Ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusa- 
lem, and in all Judea (Home), and in Sa- 
maria (their enemies’ country), and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. There- 
fore the mission of the Church is world- 
wide missionary. Hence its great enter- 
prise is to preach the gospel, to build up the 
Kingdom of God, and save men in all the 
earth. 

But other enterprises to make the great 
one more effective are not to be forgotten. 
The educational enterprise of the Church 
is of vital importance. To preach, to teach, 
to go as a medical missionary, and even 
the road-builder, found a place in the ad- 
vancement of missionary enterprise to 
Uganda, in Mr. Mackay. 

In all the legitimate enterprises of the 
church, the minister should be a leader, an 
example, and an instructor. As the leader 
he should be filled with enthusiasm. As an 
example, he should be active, pressing the 
advancement of enterprises to success. As 
an instructor, he should be fully informed 
as to such enterprises. Their aim, condi- 
tion, the position they occupy, their need, 
and the opportunity and possibilities. The 
church looks to the minister for instruction 
and leadership, but there should be coopera- 
tion. The minister only represents one side, 
the church the other, in the success of the 
mission or enterprise of the church. 

With the hearty cooperation of the church 
and ministry, there will be success. Co- 
workers together and with God, will bring 
desired results. 

Winchester, Ind. 


To live well in the quiet routine of life; 
to fill a little space because God wills it; to 
go on cheerfully with a petty round of little 
duties, little avocations; to smile for the 
joys of others when the heart is aching— 
who does this, his works will follow him. 
He may not be a hero to the world, but he 
is one of God’s heroes.—Dean Farrar. 


“He that takes his cares on himself loads 
himself in vain with an uneasy burden. I 
will cast my cares on God; He has bidden 
me to do so; they cannot burden Him,” 
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If all the robbers to-day were placed be- 
hind prison bars, there would not be enough 
go free to carry on business. I am not 
talking about the old southern negro who 
is accused of stealing chickens, nor the 
white rascal who steals horses, hogs, and 
cattle; neither do I have reference to the 
clerk who takes from his employer, nor any 
one who borrows from the other person 
while he is asleep. But you say there are 
no thieves here. Well, let us place the spir- 
itual thermometer upon every heart and see 
how it will register. 


The people to whom the old prophet di- 
rected his message had unconsciously fallen 
into a state of corruption and indifference, 
and every time he warned them of their sad 
condition, they answered him back with that 
significant word that is used seven times in 
the brief message, namely, “wherein.” 
There were four charges brought 
against them: 
polluted bread upon the altar. 
Second, They offered the blind and 
lame for sacrifice, and he asked 
them if they would offer such to 
the governor. Third, They would 
not open the house nor kindle a fire 
on the altar without pay. Fourth, 
They were tired of worship. 
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If Jesus Christ were to call at % 
a certain home in your city, and 
when the hour of dinner came, the & 
housewife would bring out some 
old, stale, mildewed bread and offer 
it to Him, what would her neigh- 
bors think? Then kill a sitkly % 
chicken, or a blind, crippled lamb, > 
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what would the newspapers say b 
that evening? Yet, the majority 
of people treat Jesus Christ worse >" 
than they do their cats and dogs. a 
Neighbor, if you slighted your eh. 
friends like you do the Christ, you >< 


SZ make answer. 


would not have one on your list in $2 
a few months. we 


I. WE ROB GOD OF TIME a 
Suppose you had seven thousand 
dollars and you give your son six 4 
thousand with which to start in > 
life; then left the only thousand %* 
where he knew you kept it, and 
while you were asleep your son 7 
would quietly slip in and steal all »: 


you had left, what would you think ya: 


of such an ingrate son—one that 

would treat his father thus? God has 
given us six days with which to earn 
our bread and left us one to be spent in holy 
service, but in this fast age many followers 
of Christ—that is, at a distance—infringe 
upon God’s time and rob Him of that which 
is due Him. 


But some people go to church on Sunday 
and act very much like a saint, and then go 
out and live like the devil on Monday. Peo- 
ple have plenty of time for pleasure, but 
haven’t time for Jesus. Plenty of time to 
brood over the fashion plates, but no time 
for reading the Bible. Plenty of time to 
scan the daily papers with their sensational 
“blood and thunder” stories, or black-hand- 
ed murders and hellish divorce cases, but 
no time for devotional reading. Plenty of 
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the Bible unused, either as proof or illustration. 
preacher who does this mistakes his calling, tramples , 
upon his commission, and violates the sacred obliga- 7% 
Se tions of a Christian minister. 
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time to stand before the mirror, but no time 
on their knees beside the bed in prayer. 
The most of the rugs are worn bare before 
the dresser, but perfectly new beside the 
bed. Many Christians never even take time 
for a short prayer in the morning, asking 
the guidance of God and His protection 
through the day; so they close the day with 
a chafed soul and a drooping spirit—feel- 
ing as though they left the battle-field of 
life overcome. Instead of being an over- 
comer, some people pray at night because 
they are afraid to sleep without it. I read 
of a man who got tired of saying his 
prayers every night, so he just wrote it out 
on a piece of paper and tacked it on the 
head of his bed, so when he retired he just 
pointed to the piece of paper and said, 
“Lord, there’s my sentiments.” 
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By Rev. G. C. Kinney, 


Fiatt, Il. 


fast, but the command of our great Leader 
is, “Go forward!” ‘Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will I con- 
fess before my Father” (Matt. 10:32). If 
we deny Him, He will deny us. Some peo- 
ple confess Him when everybody takes their 
stand. That is when it is a popular way— 
they are moral cowards when they get out 
where the battle-line is thin. 


It does not take much of a man to serve 
the devil; most any kind of a fool can serve 
Satan, but it takes a man and every inch 
a man to serve the Lord. It does not take 
manhood or brains to do wrong. Take a 
man that has not got enough brains without 
mixing eggs with them for one meal and 
he can live in sin. A person whose neck has 
just bulged out and haired over on top, 
can doubt and refuse to confess Christ, but 
it takes a strong brain to believe. 


3. WE ROB HIM OF SERVICE 
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and leave as well. 
The $2 


Souls are not hunger- 
a ing for the husks of speculation, the froth of mere 
hypotheses, the deduction of science, nor yet for the 
crumbs which fall from the rich man’s table. 
is now as it ever has been, a solemn and tremendous 
reality, and while it hungers for bread and thirsts for 
water, it is cruel mockery to. offer it a scorpion for 
an egg, or give it a stone for a fish. 
Paul’s stamp scorns to shut the Bible as if it were 
an ordinary book, and then talk of philosophies, liter- 
ature, systems of ethics, political problems, the signs a 


A preacher of 


the social betterment of men, or any ¢ 
SQ other thing which does not point to Jesus Christ as se 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the Zz 
world, and lead penitent believers to that fountain 
which was opened in the house of David for sin and 
“What must I do to be saved?” is the 
question of the centuries, and to it the pulpit must 
“Sirs, we would see Jesus,” is the one 
desire of all men, and the preacher must lead them 
Oh, the hollow 
* mockery of it all!—a hungry human soul, burdened, 
and lonesome, ‘to have to sit 
through a dissertation of the social evils of the day, 
or hear a review of the latest book, while all the 
time it cries out as did the Master, “I thirst,” and like 
$2 Him receive only vinegar to drink. Paul has made it 
abundantly apparent that the simple gospel of Jesus 
Christ, when faithfully preached, is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth. 
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2. WE ROB HIM OF CONFESSION 
It takes more courage to confess Jesus 
Christ before the world than it does to face 


a canon. We have plenty of young men 


who have the nerve to put_on the blue and 


look down the mouth of a gun, who have 
not the moral courage to face a cold, 
clammy, crucifying world and acknowledge 
Christ as their Savior. In our cities we 
notice a special advertisement calling for 
men for the army and navy. Christ is call- 
ing to-day, “Men wanted” to face the ar- 
tillery of hell and invade the territory of 
the devil, pushing the battle to the last 
ditch and rob the enemy of his prey. The 
smoke of the battle-field may hang low and 
the great shot and slugs may fall thick and 
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a The defect of to-day is spas- 
*& modie service. Many professed 
# Christians are like the German’s 
He said, “The only objection 
I had to my well was, it froze up 
in the winter and went dry in the 
summer.” In this age of indiffer- 
ence the majority of followers 
serve the Lord well at times, but 
relapse in the cradle of content- 
2 ment. If the clerk worked for his 
2 employer like he works for the 
Lord, he would soon lose his job. 
If we served our fellow men like 
sk we serve the “King of kings,” 
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‘2 things would soon collapse. We re- 
ceive the best salary when we give 
our best service. Some are good 
servants as long as the sun is shin- 
ing, but when the clouds gather, 
they shirk. Not many shoulders 
are stooped to-day on account of 
carrying loads for Jesus. Every 
added piece of machinery attached 
to a boiler only increases the bur- 
den and makes it pull heavier and 
slower, unless there is likewise the 
added power. So in the service of 
God, every person with folded 
hands who serves the Lord only at 
times is an added burden. 
There are scores in the churches 
yazsou who did not lead a soul to Christ 
last year, and, sad to know, some 
have never had the pleasure of leading a 
soul from darkness to light, and yet they 
have claimed to know the Christ for a 
decade. 
4, WE HAVE ROBBED HIM OF POWER 
Take the most splendidly-equipped elec- 
tric system of to-day, with its well-painted 
cars, its easy-riding seats and electric fans, 
its well-dressed conductors and motormen— 
and as long as the power is on, people rush 
to get a seat and the cars will be crowded, 
but let the power get off and the cars come 
to a standstill, and everybody forsakes the 
attractive cars, leaving the conductor and 
motormen alone. As long as the power is 
on, the church people flock to fill the pews, 
but let the power get off and the seats are 
soon emptied. 
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Many efforts that are put forth to rescue 
souls to-day are without power. A man 
fell through the ice, and was making a des- 
perate struggle for his life, when another 
man ran to his rescue and shoved out a 
plank to him. The end of the plank which 
was given to the drowning man was all 
covered over with ice; the struggling man 
seized the plank, but his hold broke. He 
tried the second time, then the third, and 
as he was about to sink the last time, he 
looked at the rescuer.with a look of agony 
and pain and cried out, “Man, change ends 
with the plank!” 

When we refuse to let God’s power keep 
us from sin and make us‘an overcomer of 
the world, we bring a reproach upon His 
name and rob Him of His power. If Christ 
hasn’t power to keep us from the baneful, 
blistering, blighting, blasting effects of the 
world, then the devil is stronger than He. 


5. WE ROB HIM OF OUR PRAISE 


Some people object to praising the Lord. 
They say it is excitement. To be sure, they 
never get wrought up on any thing. (?) 

Take the same woman who was ashamed 
of Jesus and would not praise Him and 
place her in her circle of “society,” and 
her voice can be heard above them all. Some 
men, with names on a church record, never 
open their lips for Jesus, but get them in 
a political campaign and they will yell 
themselves hoarse for some politician who 
would pay them no notice after he was 
elected. 

Why should we not praise Him, when He 
has done something no earthly power could 
do? If He has broken the chain of sin and 
set us free, we have a perfect right to re- 
joice in Him. Then it pleases the Lord for 
us to praise Him, and we gain strength. 


6. WE ROB HIM OF HIS GLORY 


When we fail to abandon the world, and 
completely dedicate ourselves to Christ in 
the full surrender to His will, we become 
robbers. 

Many who have let Christ into their 
hearts have barred Him from their lives, 
and have failed to bring forth fruit in the 
way by which we glorify God (John 15: 8). 
If we glorify God in our lives, we are bring- 
ing forth fruit. If we are not a fruit-bear- 
ing Christian, we are a robber in the sight 
of God. If we hold back our strength, we 
rob God. 

When Dr. Hamilton was told he had but 
thirty minutes to live, he said, “Let me 
spend it on my knees for the students of 
Hamilton College,” and after his death a 
revival broke out that swept almost the en- 
tire college. 

When all talents are not fully given to 
God for His glory, and His alone, we be- 
come robbers, and if the talents are all 
given to Him, we will find no time to use 
them for the world, for God has no idle ma- 
chinery in His Kingdom. When we fail 
to use our money for His glory, we become 
robbers. Think of the expenditure in the 
Church for unnecessary things! People go 
shopping on Saturday night and buy almost 
everything they want, and then if they 
have anything left over, they drop it in the 
collection plate on Sunday morning. A 
woman who attended a Sunday morning 
service dropped five cents into the collection, 





and on the way home said to her little boy, 
who had sat with her at church: “Well, a 
poor sermon this morning.” The little boy 
had taken‘note of her offering and he re- 
plied, “Yes, poor pay.” 

This is an age of seeking for silver, in- 
stead of souls. Too many are seeking the 
kingdom of gold instead of the Kingdom of 
God. A little boy who had been trained to 
always contribute to the church, dropped in 
one morning to a fashionable church. He 
noticed a man coming down the aisle with 
a high silk hat and a gold-headed cane. He 
seated himself beside the little boy. The 
collection plate was coming just a few seats 
before them. The little boy had his nickle 
ready and he grew very much distressed as 
he watched the basket drawing near and the 
well-dressed man making no effort to have 
something ready, so at last he saw the man 
was going to pass it by, and he reached over 
his nickel to the fellow and said, “Here, you 
drop in the nickel and I will get under the 
seat while the basket is passed.” 

And last, we fail to glorify God, if we 
are not a channel through which God can 
pour out His life to a needy world. A 
story is told of a young man over in Scot- 
land, who broke his mother’s heart and ran 
away from home. She sent for him again 
and again the two years she lay, with a 
lingering disease, before she passed away. 
After an urgent message to come at once, 
he at last decided to come. His sister met 
him at the depot with bedimmed eyes, but 
not a word was said about the condition of 
the mother. They walked in silence for two 
blocks, to where they should find their home, 
but instead the sister took him by the arm 
and they went a few blocks in another di- 
rection. At last it dawned on him, as they 
entered the cemetery, what had happened. 
When he reached the fresh grave, he threw 
himself upon it, and cried, “Mother, I love 
you!” The sister touched him and said: 
“Get up, it’s too late now to tell her.” Now 
is the time, reader, to put God’s love on ex- 
hibition. Are we robbers? 


THE DENIAL OF GOD 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Gustave Florens said, “Hatred of God is 
the beginning of wisdom,” and Feuerbach 
declared: “There is no God; it is as clear as 
the sun and as evident as the day that there 
is no God and still more that there can be 
none.” 

Such statements as the above are not 
abundant in literature; for, while there is 
a great deal of practical atheism—the igno- 
ring of God, and living as if He does not 
exist—dogmatic atheists are few. 

David Hume, when the guest of Baron 
d’ Holbach, remarked that he doubted if 
any one would care to declare himself dog- 
matically a disbeliever in the existence of 
God. The baron replied that the seven‘teen 
persons with whom Hume was then dining 
were all of the class to which he had just 
referred, every one of them being a dog- 
matic atheist. 

But, as John Fiske has said, the atheism 
of this company with whom Hume dined at 
Baron d’ Holbach’s was “emotional rather 
than philosophical. . . . It was part of the 
generous, but rash and superficial impulse 
through which they had disowned all con- 
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nection with a church that had become sub- 
servient to so much that was bad.” It was 
more a repudiation of Roman Catholicism, 
with the evil fruits of which they were 
familiar, than any well-grounded antago- 
nism to a purer or more rational faith. I 
once heard the late Dr. A. T. Pierson, who 
was familiar with religious conditions in 
Paris, say that the so-called infidelity in 
France is not the same as the disbelief that 
exists in this country, but is due to hostility 
to Romanism, the effects of which prove it 
to be anything but what it claims to be; and 
as most Frenchmen know religion, only as 
it is taught by the Roman Catholic Church, 
their rejection of it means their rejection 
of every form of religious belief. 

The great men of the world outside the 
Christian Church, are not atheists, what- 
ever else they may be; and some of the most 
noted men who have not accepted Christian- 
ity have testified to the existence of God. 
Even Voltaire and Paine, who are so often 
referred to as the arch enemies of Chris- 
tianity, were firm believers in the Supreme 
Being, and, indeed, presented strong theistic 
arguments in their writings. 

Leonard G. Foster says: 

Men with scientific light 
Read the starry heaven by night; 
And with telescopic eye 


See the worlds unnumbered fly, 
But their God they cannot spy! 


He is hid! But far and near, 
Everywhere His works appear; 
Omnipresence man can trace, 
Though we cannot see His face, 
For He’s hid in every place. 


He is apprehended here, 

Not by sense of eye or ear, 
But by qualities within 
Corresponding, free from sin, 
As the King of Light has been. 


All in boundless space can read, 
Love is everywhere God’s creed; 
Read His books of nature right! 
Catch its gleams of love and light! 
Shun the atheistic night! 


GETTING A BLACK EYE 


That is just what is taking place prac- 
tically in all parts of the civilized world 
at this time—Christianity and civilization 
are working to a common end in giving a 
black eye to the liquor business. Industrial 
forces are doing a great deal to the same 
end. As men and women get their eyes 
opened to the conditions now existing, and 
all as a result of the invading of the coun- 
try,, and the homes therein, by the liquor 
traffic, men of reason are rising up and 
saying thus far, but no further may this 
terrible curse go on with its work of de- 
struction, and as the eyes of the people get 
open to the ravages of this liquor curse, 
they are getting together and saying, “Thus 
far, but no further.” This they ate doing 
because they are beginning to see the curse 
that the people must suffer because of the 
freedom which has been given to the rum 
curse. Let us arise and, standing together, 
put the traffic down and so end the terrible 
business which for generations has been 
devastating the land and its people. : 


Let every man sweep the snow from be- 
fore his own doors, and not busy himself 
about the frost on his neighbor’s steps.— 
Chinese Maxim. 
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DOCTORING IN MANY LANDS 


Dr. Lyman B. Brown, who now retires as 
one of the wealthy men of Boston, has prac- 
ticed and studied medicine in twelve parts of 
the world, and adapted from native practices 
of the tribes with which he has been thrown 
scores of new ideas as to the treatment of 
the sick and the injured. 

His home in the Back Bay district, just 
off Commonwealth Avenue, says the Chicago 
Tribune, is a museum of strange medicines 
and stranger surgical instruments that he 
has collected during his long life among the 
queer peoples of the world, among the sav- 
age, the semi-civilized and the Bostonese. 

“I was first sent into Turkey as a medi- 
cal missionary,” said Dr. Brown. “That was 
in 1866, at the beginning of the mission- 
ary attempt to Christianize the Ottoman 
empire. I practiced medicine there under 
difficulties, contending with superstitions, 
customs, and habits that were enough to dis- 
courage any young man. Civilized medi- 
cine and surgery were too new-fangled for 
those people. I remember well my first ob- 
stetric case. The mother was not doing 
well, and I was working hard to save her 
life, when suddenly I learned that my meth- 
ods were not at all ethical. The mother in- 
sisted on calling in a local physician for con- 
sultation. His methods were unique. First 
he started a fire under a brazier, and when 
it was red hot he dropped a clove into it 
and the clove burst open. That, I learned, 
indicated that the ‘hazar,’ or evil eye, had 
been averted and the mother got well. I 
continued my treatment, however. The na- 
tive physician, having discovered that the 
danger was passed, proceeded to discover 
a cure. He cut a wisp of hair from the 
head of the infant and a lock from the head 
of the mother and burned them together in 
the brazier. The woman got well—and we 
both claimed the credit. 

“His treatment may have been the best, 
but I kept contending with those Turkish 
doctors for several years, and never could 
convince them that killing a calf in a public 
place would not cure measles. They were 
hopeless. 

“T labored among the Turks until late in 
1871, then I was moved over to help cure 
and convert the people of Kerbela, in the 
Irak country. I did well there. They had 
little medicine except herbs and incanta- 
tions, but the general health was good until 
December in 1873, when I began the ex- 
perience of my life. In that year the bu- 
bonic plague broke out in Kerbela and the 
surrounding country, brought there, I sup- 
pose, by pilgrims who had been down in 
Persia.” The treatment accorded the plague 
sufferers was brutal—and effective, for all 
who were treated by the local medicine men 
died sooner than they otherwise would have 
done. They treated them by burning brim- 
stone and applying the hot mass to their 
backs. I tried scientific treatment accord- 
ing to our best methods, but despite my ef- 
forts and those of the native doctors 20,000 
died in five months. Toward the end I con- 
tracted the disease, but managed to cure 
myself, having fortified my system for 
weeks with medicines. 

“I was sent into Africa after that, and 
my first experience was with the doctors in 


the Sudan, among the Arabs. They worked 
on the Galenic theory, and I must confess 
with some good results, although their sys- 
tem beats homeopathy all hollow. Old Ga- 
len would have rejoiced to see them. They 
worked on the theory of opposites—their 
medicines being hot, cold, wet and dry. They 
give water for fevers and heat for colds— 
and they get some good results. They are 
the best practitioners I have found outside 
of civilization. 

“It was fine practice down in the Sudan, 
despite the fact that they wanted to execute 
me as a witch when I cured headaches by 
administering a cathartic. 

“My next experience was in practicing on 
the Apingi—down in Central Africa, where 
the church had established a mission sta- 
tion. They are a strange people, and canni- 
balism is rapidly disappearing. Fine fel- 
lows they are, and I performed some great 
amputations among them. I also discov- 
ered down there a leaf juice that is better 
than cocaine for deadening pain and appar- 
ently has less perilous effects. The Apingi 
pull their two upper incisor teeth, working 
them loose with their fingers, and they 
sharpen all the rest of their teeth to needle 
points. 

“The effect on a stranger who knows their 
cannibalistic tendency is immense. I wit- 
nessed some interesting surgical and medi- 
cal treatments while among them. For in- 
stance, I saw a woman who was suffering 
from leprosy and lumbago. I treated the 
lumbago with some success, but was dis- 
placed by a native physician. His treatment 
was heroic. He first tied the patient down 
on the ground and then marked off a large 
checkerboard on her back with a _ knife. 
Then he poured on cayenne pepper and lime 
juice in copious quantities and gave her a 
massage, rubbing in the combined juices. 
She seemed glad when I applied cocoa oils 
—but she died. 

“There was a sub-chief who was sick with 
neuralgia—intercostal neuralgia, superin- 
duced by being kicked over an acre or two 
by an acquaintance. I was doing the best I 
could, but he called in a rival doctor, who 
dug up the bones of his ancestors, burned 
them into chalk and then marked on his 
body with them. After that the doctor 
lighted a bunch of grass in the fire and pro- 
ceeded to scorch his body, spitting upon his 
patient during the process. The treatment 
did not appear to be doing any good, so the 
doctor claimed witches were persecuting the 
patient, and he accused three men in the 
tribe of employing the witches. They all 
denied it. To find out whether or not it was 
so each of the accused had to drink poison. 
They gulped down bowls of poison, they 
sweated and trembled in agony, but finally 
recovered and proved their innocence. 

“T will admit that I gave each of the three 
ipecac to help prove their innocence. The 
witch doctor then took the poison and I 
withheld the ipecac—but he got well any- 
how, having taken poison before. 


“IT was sent up into Ovampoland, among 
the Hereros, and encountered scurvy. 
Every man in the tribe was suffering from 
it. I secured lemon juice and held up a 
Portuguese steamer for a peck of potatoes, 
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and cured them all. It was a strange form 
of scurvy, for the tribe will eat no salt at 
all, and I was forced to squeeze the juice 
from potatoes and mix it with salt to get 
them to take any, for I argued that the 
disease resulted partly from lack of salt in 
their systems. 

“The following year we moved up into 
Nyasaland, among another of the Bantu 
tribes, and had more trouble in practicing 
medicine than a faith curist would have at | 
an allopathic convention. They believe there 
that death results from three causes—from 
the will of God from warfare or murder, 
and from witchcraft. All persons who die 
a natural death are supposed to be victims 
of witches. I had most of the practice 
there, for while they were hunting witches 
I was giving pills, and I saved them and 
made reputations for a lot of rivals. 

“Then I got worn out at the missionary 
service and started on my own investiga- 
tions. I practiced first among the Veddas, 
in Ceylon, for a year. They are the strang- 
est people I ever met. They are, in the first 
place, the thinnest and most emaciated race 
in the world. The anti-fat specialist who 
would advocate their methods would grow 
rich. I tried to fatten a few of them and 
succeeded, but they did not appreciate it, 
for in the eyes of their friends they were 
hideous. These people never wash and nev- 
er laugh—so they never grow fat. 

“From there I went into Burma and hung 
up my shingle among the Chins, one of the 
finest people I ever met. They are akin to 
the Chinese. Cholera came among them 
while I was there, but this time I did better. 
The native method of treating cholera is to 
go into the bushes with guns and hunt evil 
spirits. The lessons I learned in the Irak 
country proved valuable. I succeeded in 
stopping human sacrifices. The people of 
Banzam, where I practiced, claimed that 
some one had been cutting the sacred 
groves, and they hunted for those criminals 
all the time, letting me do all the practicing. 

“After that I determined to get into a 
colder climate, and for one winter I prac- 
ticed among the Koriaks, up near the base 
of the Kamchatkan peniusula. My methods 
were too mild for them. The way a native 
physician treats a sick man there is to catch 
him by the heels and drag him around the 
house. Then if he does not get up and go to 
work and pretend he is cured, he is killed. 
I saved a couple of patients by massaging 
stiff muscles. 

“That practice was too strenuous for me, 
and the next year found me studying new 
systems of medicine up in the Australian 
bush. Here I came in contact with the 
‘blackfellow’ doctor, who is quite as effect- 
ive as the ordinary Ameri¢an quack. These 
doctors fly up in the air at night and come 
down trees, and they throw Bristol dia- 
monds at patients during the darkness. 
They have, according to their patients, a 
bone in their stomachs, and splinters of it 
are caused to enter their patients and cure 
the disease. They see old man kangaroos in 
their dreams and they carry ‘plongges,’ or 
big clubs, with which they touch enemies 
and cause them to die. No man among 
them ever dies a natural death—but all are 
killed by witchcraft, and the main treat- 
ment of patients consists in leaving them 
alone and hunting the witches—which is 


FEBRUARY 1, 1917 


the best part of their system, They did not 
take kindly to my treatments. 

“For two years I fought galloping con- 
sumption among the Maoris in New Zea- 
land—but it was useless. One can’t cure 
consumption, and it would take a century 
to educate the natives into preventive meas- 
ures—and by that time they will be all dead. 
The women wear furs, heavy cloaks, flan- 
nels, rugs, and wraps while making calls 
and then come home and dress in a thin 
cotton skirt. ‘They seek pleasure at the 
dampest spot they can find, and the edge 
of a swamp is their favorite building site. 
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The men wéar overcoats in summer and 
leave them off in winter and they all live 
together. 

“They are dying like sheep, but they re- 
fuse to change their customs, so there is no 
use for physicians—what they need is grave- 
diggers. 

“Finally I wound up my career as a 
physician among the Hawaiians and com- 
bated the priests trying to practice medi- 
cine while they hunted witches and evil 
spirits. I was not ethical and got little 
trade.”—Dr. Lyman B. Brown, in Chicago 
Tribune. 
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The Pastor’s Equipment for Preaching—Truth 


By Rev. Hiley Baker, Versailles, Ohio 


Only with an eye singly fixed upon Him, 
who gave us all we have, and to whom we 
are in debt to do the very best we can with 
our abilities—only that steady watching of 
His face will keep our feet steady, and 
keep our heads from getting dizzy, when we 
think on this great subject, “The Pastor’s 
Equipment for Preaching—Truth.” Obedi- 
ence has a most direct influence on eyes, 
ears, and spirits. Obey the spirit’s voice as 
He speaks to your innermost heart through 
His Word. -Permit me to call your atten- 
tion to that hour, the daily quiet hour, alone 
with the Master, over His Word. It must 
be with the Word itself. It must be daily. 
“In the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee and will look up.” It must be quiet, 
unhurried. It must be with the door shut, 
the world shut out, and one’s self shut in 
with the Master. So the mind becomes 
clear and informed, the judgment is en- 
lightened and molded, the whole being be- 
comes saturated with God’s truth. The 
point is that through the Book, and by the 
means of prayer, we shall come into direct 
touch with Christ Himself. For how can 
we preach Christ except we know Him? So 
the Book shall be enlightened to us, and 
prayer shall be a real communication with 
Christ. James says 1st chapter, 5th verse: 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 
The Book itself trains the judgment. The 
personal touch with the Master trains the 
spirit. God will spare no revelation from 
love. “If any man love me,” said Christ, 
“I will manifest myself to him.” Revela- 
tion is not the result of an intellectual pro- 
cess, it is the reward of a moral condition. 
With the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness. We must be so far humbled as 
to accept the doctrine that we never con- 
quer spiritual truth by intellectual clever- 
ness. If we will be clever in God’s sight, 
He blinds us with the wisdom we would fool- 
ishly imitate. Referring to the prophecies 
of Isaiah 66: 2, we find these words: “For 
all these things hath mine hand made, and 
all those things have been, saith the Lord: 
but to this man will I look, even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trem- 
bleth at my word.” No great preacher ever 
lived that was not great because of his lit- 
tleness, and modesty, before the Cross of 
Christ. Herein is it forever true that if I 
would obtain power from God, I must shut 
myself up with God, look toward His holy 


habitation, and listen for the still small 
voice. Man needs Jesus Christ as a neces- 
sity and not a luxury. We may be pleased 
to have fine horses and automobiles, but you 
must have bread. Jesus Christ is not a 
curiosity, He is the bread of life to every 
one that believeth. He is the revelation to 
every true gospel preacher, and therefore 
becomes the first and the last of his equip- 
ment. I would make the Lord’s house glad 
with every expression of love, but this done, 
let it forever be said that, “The Lord is in 
his holy temple,” and “In this place is one 
greater than the temple.” I am sure we all 
prefer knowledge to ignorance, but I prefer 
holiness to either. Culture, when not ego- 
tistical, may be noble and majestic; but 
nothing is so cold as culture, and nothing so 
mean, when not inflamed by the Spirit of 
Christ. The Lord is continually making 
preachers of His own, and clothing them 
with mysterious but most beneficent power. 
The need of the pastor in this age is leader- 
ship. Leadership has always been the cry 
of the world and the Church, and the his- 
tory of both is written in biography. Co- 
lumbus, Washington, Lincoln, and _ the 
names of the great on the world’s record 
of fame tell the world’s story. The Christ, 
Paul, Moody, Booth; and many, many more, 
reveal the glorious history of the Church. 


And now, as always, the Church must look 
for its progress in the names of its great 
ones who have tarried in the “upper cham- 
ber” until they were endued with power 
from on high. 


According to God’s Word it seems that the 
chief power is spiritual, not financial, or 
even educational. 


Men are now prepared for the ministry. 
Now we educate men for the pulpit. By all 
means be educated, be instructed; and too 
much education, we cannot have; there is 
no virtue in ignorance; ignorance is always 
weakness; therefore educate the man, but 
let the pulpit receive the gift of God. 


A man thus called to do the Lord’s work 
is equipped from on high, and will dare 
to do whatever God may command. 


The pastor should have method in his 
preaching; and should not forget that in 
the last analysis preaching is only glori- 
fied conversation. 


Professor Hoyt has well said, “The ser- 
mon should have heaven for its father, and 
earth for its mother.” 
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Happy are they who are called to the 
kingdom of the pulpit in such a time as 
this. 

Let the preacher himself be filled always 
with the wonder of the divine evangel. 

Let the pastor hold with an unyielding 
faith to the generating power of the divine 
spirit. 

To such an one the art of preaching, un- 
der whatever type, will grow daily in riches, 
grandeur, and power. 


I WONDER 


I often wonder what I shall see 

When heaven’s gates are open to me. 

Will God and His angels be up there, 

To open the gate to the golden stair? 

I wonder if all things can be true— 

That in Christ all things will be made new. 
Will all the prophets who have gone before 
Be gathered on that peaceful shore? 


I wonder if David will sing 

The Psalms he wrote when he was king, 
And if Solomon’s glory then will shine 
In that heavenly realm divine. 

I wonder if I shall see God’s face 

When I enter that appointed place, 

Or if it will be a thousand year 
Before, like Him, I shall appear. 


I wonder when I reach that land 
I will hear chords of music on heaven’s 


and. 

If I will see the angels robed in white, 

And the light of Jesus shining bright. 

I wonder then if time will cease, 

Will the love of God then decrease, 

Or will there be another race 

That will come to earth to take our place. 


I wonder if the book will be open wide 
And my sins all marked I tried to hide. 

I wonder if any tears will flow 

When I see the stains how plain they show. 
I wonder then if I can see 

The blood drops on Calvary’s tree, 

Or if I then will understand 

When I see the nail prints in His hand. 


I wonder if He will look at me 
And say, “You hung me on that cruel tree. 
You placed the thorns upon my brow, 
And come to seek forgiveness now.” 
Will He then say, “Depart from me, 
You workers of iniquity?” 
Or will He have mercy on me, 
Forgive my sins and set me free. 
Mrs. MARTHA ARTHUR. 
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THAT LITTLE PAPER 
BY ROBERT G. FENTON 


The cutting down of our HERALD oF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY to twenty-four pages seems to 
disturb the minds of some, for which I am 
very sorry. I can see nothing in any way 
wrong about it. In the spring of 1912 I 
became acting pastor of a Baptist church 
and continued to supply the church for 
three and one-half years. I took the Bap- 
tist paper, The Watchman Examiner, the 
most of the time. I was taking THE HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY all the time. That 
paper cost $1.50, with a small amount of 
paid advertisement, while The Watchman 
Examiner cost $2.50, with perhaps five 
times the paid advertisements as THE HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, and the size of the . 
papers were the same, while the quality of 
reading matter of THE HERALD so far ex- 
ceeded the other they were scarcely to be 
compared. 


South Valley, N. Y., Jan. 22, 1917. 
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By George Ethelbert Walsh in Christian Observer 


“It’s natural enough. Your father was 
a coward, too. I suppose you can’t help it.” 
The old man spoke in hurried temper and 
with a blunt frankness usual with him. 

John Loring looked up at Leander 
Wayne’s white head. “I don’t know what 
you mean,” he said, hotly. “But I wish 
you were nearer my age. I do know that.” 

The elder man gazed meditatively at the 
boy’s burning face. “It is hard,” he said. 
“You ask your mother; she’ll tell you what 
I mean.” 

“It’s an easy thing, isn’t it, for a fellow 
to ask his mother such a question!” blazed 
John. His eyes fairly burned their way up 
into his employer’s, and Leander Wayne’s 
fit of temper suddenly fell away from him. 

“Now, look here!” said the old man, “I 
didn’t mean to hurt you so. The present 
issue is trifling enough, but in it I thought 
I saw signs of your father’s weakness. I 
believe in frankness. And I said what I 
thought. I’ll say no more. You'll have to 
work it out the best you can. At any rate, 
every one in town knows the story of your 
father.” 

“T don’t know it,” said John. “I hand in 
my resignation, Mr. Wayne; I can’t work 
for you any longer.” 

“There, there,’”’ said the old man, over- 
come with contrition. ‘Perhaps I was hasty 
in speaking of it.” He looked puzzled as to 
what further to say. “But, here, I can’t 
take it back now. You’ve a good head for 
business. And I like you too. Don’t you 
be hasty, John. We’ve got to face the con- 
ditions of this world, take them as they 
come. Perhaps I was too frank.” 


John Loring gazed bitterly out of the 


window. “Your age prevents frankness on 
my part, Mr. Wayne. But I can’t stay 
here now.” 


A crushing sense of injury rushed over 
the youth. His father a coward! what a 
thing to say to one! He thought of his 
little mother—how could he ask her for de- 
tails of any story about his father. And 
Mr. Wayne had said the townspeople knew. 
What a curious mystery it all seemed! And 
until this utterance of his employer’s he 
himself, most vitally concerned though he 


was, had not heard a word about it! Well, 
he would ask his mother. John Loring 
gazed intensely up at the clock. It was a 


quarter before five. At five he would leave 
the office. Soon—soon this horribly tense 
feeling in his head would be cleared. His 
father a coward! 

At five John Loring straightened up his 
papers and books and closed his desk. Then 
he went solemnly to Mr. Wayne’s private 
office door and rapped. “I give you a week’s 
notice from to-night, Mr. Wayne,” he said, 
when the door was opened to him. “That 
was what we agreed upon, I believe.” 

Mr. Wayne liked John Loring. He liked 
his work also. Besides this, he knew that 
the Lorings were very poor, and that John’s 
being in a good position was a great deal 
to them, so he tried in every possible way 
to make the angry boy change his mind. 
But John was deaf to all arguments—deaf 
to all entreaties—deaf to everything but the 
one harsh name ringing and ringing in his 





mind. This man had called him a coward— 
had called his father a coward. He could 
not longer stay in his employ. 

“John,” said little Mrs. Loring, her voice 
rich with emotion, “I’ve tried to keep it 
from you—foolishly, it may be—” 

““Mother—tell me—is it true?” 

The little, agitated woman looked up with 
blazing eyes at the tall boy standing over 
her. “No!” she said. 

John hadn’t known until that moment how 
strong the strain had been, but he suddenly 
found himself sinking limply into a chair. 
“IT might have known,” he said. “I did 
know!” And he sat silent. His mother’s 
hand took its way to his brow and wandered 
lovingly through his soft, thick hair. 

“I’m going to tell you all about it now, 
John,” she said. “I knew your father for 
years, and I never knew him in all that 
time to do a cowardly or mean thing. But 
there was one act of his that looked black 
in other people’s eyes, though I think God 
understood. You remember, hearing that 
our home was once burned out—it was a 
few years before you were born. That 
night, in a fever of madness and excitement, 
your father, who had just risen from a sick- 
bed—saved himself and forgot me. And 
when he came to his senses and went back 
after me, I had already been rescued from 
the burning building. That’s what the 
townspeople hold up against him. I did not 
—not for a single second. I knew he would 
rather die a hundred deaths than have harm 
come to me. I knew his inherent forgetful- 
ness. So, not through all the dark days that 
followed did my belief in him falter. Your 
father was no coward, John. A bigger, 
braver man never lived. 

“Every one cried, ‘Shame!’ but your fa- 
ther’s head did not lower. ‘The fire drove 
me, Anna,’ he said. ‘It was like a fire in 
my brain. I had no wish to save myself— 
simply to move before this sheet of flame. 
For the moment you did not exist—nothing 
existed but myself and the burning, hur- 
rying sheet of flame.’ Do you understand, 
John?” The little mother’s voice was al- 
most wistful. 

“It’s very hard,” sighed the boy. 

“Hard for you, dear, because you did not 
know him. John, bravery in the daily liv- 
ing is just as great as bravery in a start- 
ling emergency. Your father’s nature was 
such that. for him to have been a’ coward 
would have been an absolute impossibility. 
John, you know I’m not a sentimentalist. 
Your father and I were used to looking at 
things frankly. If there had been coward- 
ice to excuse, we’d have acknowledged it and 
excused it—but there wasn’t. That was the 
only time there was ever the slightest ques- 
tion, and a good many people let it swamp 
their real knowledge of Ezra Loring. There 
were others who couldn’t, because they knew 
him too well.” 

“T see,” said the boy, wonderingly. “One’s 
action in an emergency isn’t always a test of 
one’s bravery. The regular every-day life 

tells what you are.” 

“Yes, that’s it,” said the little mother. “I 
knew you’d understand. That’s why I wait- 
ed so long before telling you—so you would 


be old enough to understand. Your father’s 
whole life was a sweeping denial of any- 
thing like cowardice, yet most people judged 
him by the one incident of the fire. He lived 
it down a hundred times over—did a score 
of brave acts—but they couldn’t forget. I’ve 
come to think that the opinion of such people 
doesn’t matter; that one’s own opinion is all 
that counts.” 

They sat before the fire a long time and 
talked of many things. Then John, with a 
sigh at the importunities of the present, re- 
lated the little scene that had taken place 
in Leander Wayne’s office, finishing with: 
“And I gave him a week’s notice, mother. 
I’m through there!” 

“Oh, John!” There was great dismay 
and alarm in the widow’s voice. 

“T’ll get something else, mother, just as 
good. Yes, I know I’ve an uncommon chance 
to rise at Mr. Wayne’s, and I know how 
much my being there means to you—but I 
can’t stay, mother! I’d rather dig in the 
streets than work for Leander Wayne!” 

“I think you are giving up the opportun- 
ity of your lifetime, John,” said the little 
mother, quietly. “Leander Wayne isn’t half 
as bad as he sounds. He prides himself on 
his frankness. But he’s just, also; and if 
he knew your father’s story as I know it— 
and be sure I intend he shall, one day soon 
—he could hardly have spoken as he did to- 
day. I wouldn’t have you stay if I thought 
otherwise. You had best think the matter 
over very carefully before you decide.” 

“T’ve decided already!” said the boy, pas- 
sionately. “I’d rather dig in the streets 
than work for Leander Wayne!” 

The week’s notice given by John Loring 
to his employer passed rapidly. John did 
his work as usual, holding his young head 
arrogantly high. Out of office hours he 
made the rounds of the other offices in the 
town, but no one seemed in need of his 
services. This didn’t change John’s decision 
in the least; in fact, he never dreamed of 
changing it for any reason whatsoever. Old 
Leander Wayne, looking on, regretted for 
the hundredth time his hasty words—the 
issue had been so trifling and the expression 
so strong, that as he thought things over the 
two hardly seemed “fit.” 

“T believe you’re fond of the boy,” he said 
testily to himself, going into his private 
office on the last morning of John’s stay. 
“You’re not just regretting the loss of him 


in the business—it’s the boy himself you’re . 


regretting.” 

Old Leander Wayne hurried into the outer 
office again. “Look here, John,” he said, 
“I’m terribly sorry I hurt you. As you 
said the next day, appearances are not al- 
ways the most important. At any rate, who 
am I to judge any one? It was a cruel thing 
to say to you—a hideous thing—and I’m 
sorry. Now, John, you fit the business— 
you’re meant for it. I don’t mind telling 
you that I have great hopes for you in it— 
especially—especially when the time comes 
that the heft of it falls on your shoulders. 
You are the youngest employe I have, but 
I’ve thought of you. I’ve done my part, boy, 
in reclaiming myself—you do yours. 
you to stay.” 


I ask 
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The boy listened with flushing cheeks. The 
amends were ample—the prospects beyond 
belief alluring. Then the word “coward” 
flashed vividly through his brain—nothing 
could wipe that out. “No, Mr. Wayne,” he 
said, firmly; “I cannot stay. I cannot work 
for you any more.” 

John Loring did not “dig in the streets,” 
but he walked them pretty thoroughly for 
the next few weeks—walked them with his 
head high, but with heart sinking into his 
boots. Well, he wasn’t to be called a coward 
anyway. Office after office did John visit, 
starting forth each morning with fresh 
hope, only to be turned away disappointed 
at each place. Every office position in the 
whole small town seemed to be filled, and 
filled permanently. The little mother said 
nothing, but her anxious looks bespoke her 
feelings. From worrying over John’s 
chances of rising in the world, she came, 
more and more pressingly as the weeks went 
on, to worrying over the provisions of their 
daily living. It was a poor season of the 
year for sewing, so her own little income 
had dropped, and, at any rate, John had 
been used to provide the greater part of 
their living expenses. It had been his pride 
to bring home his salary each week and give 
it to his little mother. Still, Mrs. Loring 
said nothing. It was not her way to talk. 
She had strong convictions on one partic- 
ular point—and that was that each one was 
capable of managing his own life. She felt 
that John was old enough to work out his 
destiny for himself. Yet, the stress of anx- 
iety told upon her frail constitution, and she 
came before long to look thin and white. 

John, whose mind was full of himself and 
his woes, tried to overlook the little mother’s 
worn appearance. There was a certain 
strained feeling in his heart toward his 
mother—he felt her desire for him to return 
to Leander Wayne’s office, and he resented 
it. He knew, also, that he should be bring- 
ing home money to keep the home going, 
that their tiny resources must be well-nigh 
drained. All this together seemed a mighty 
weight becoming ever and forever more 
heavy. John looked feverishly for work, no 
longer particular as to the kind of work— 
butcher-shops, shoe-shops, dry goods. No 
one wanted a helper; everything was filled. 
One day on his dreary quest he came face 
to face with his former employer, and, look- 
ing into the familiar, kind old countenance, 
almost wished he were back once more at 
the old desk, the desk that Leander Wayne 
had said would be waiting for him. Then, 
flash-like, the bitter thought rushed through 
his brain, “He called me a coward!” 
“Good day, sir,” said John, curtly, and was 
passing on when old Leander Wayne stop- 
ped him. “Can’t you overlook an old man’s 
mistake, boy?” he said, whimsically. 

And John Loring, with his head high, 
only said again, “Good day, sir,” and moved 
away. 

The larder in the Loring home daily be- 
came more scant; the rent was nearly two 
months overdue. About this time the little 
mother took to spending her days in frying 
doughnuts for sale, and her nights tearfully 
praying that her boy might not turn out to 
be a coward, after all. John Loring, try- 
ing to flee from his mother’s sick face 
and his own responsibility in the matter, 
had commenced to spend his evenings away 
from home. 
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By the extraordinary use of the will, per- 
sons of a certain make-up keep themselves 
going when they are really ill. The little 
mother was this sort of a person. These 
people, when they go under, go under hard. 
And that is what the little mother did. 
There came a night when John Loring came 
home to find her stretched upon the floor in 
the kitchen insensible. A heaping platter 
of doughnuts on the table bore witness to 
her task, and close by her head lay the long 
doughnut fork. John Loring, as he picked 
up the wasted little figure in his strong 
arms and carried it to the bedroom, heard 
a great throbbing voice that seemed his own, 
yet not his own, thundering in his brain, re- 
echoing through every nerve in his body, 
“You are a coward! You are a coward!” 
For, in that few moments’ transit with that 
beloved thin figure in his arms, the boy sud- 
denly saw all things as they were. 


* * * * * 


“Yes, sir,” said John Loring, his clear 
eyes looking frankly into those of old Lean- 
der Wayne, “I’ve come back. And if you 
want to give me back my job I’ll be glad to 
take it.” 

A certain informing expression came into 
the elder man’s eyes. The whole affair was, 
somehow, instinctively understood between 
them. “If I had ever really thought for a 
second that you were cowardly, boy—which 
I didn’t—this moment would have proved 
you were not. You’ve come back like a 
man.” Old Leander Wayne had strong need 
at this point to wipe his moist old eyes, for 
he was tremendously fond of the boy. To 
avoid this, he looked fixedly out of the win- 
dow for a second, then he turned to John 
and said, simply: “There’s your desk, and 
here’s my hand. Will you give me yours?” 

John hesitated a moment. “I want you 
to know,” he said, thickly—‘my mother— 
I came home last night and found her un- 
conscious—done up the whole thing. The 
doctor says she has a good chance to pull 
through.” Here John took his turn at star- 
ing at the blank wall without the window. 
“So, before we shake hands’—the boy faced 
about again—“it took that,” he said, firmly, 
“to make me see that I truly was a—” 

“Don’t say it, lad. We all have our weak 
places. And how is one to judge another?” 
Solemnly the old man held out his hand to 
John, and as solemnly the boy laid his with- 
in it. “Now, boy, tell me of your mother.” 

“Dr. Beatty said that with care and nurs- 
ing she’d probably come out all right. And 
I knew”—John looked at his desk—“I knew 
that this would do more than anything. 
Even if I’d gotten another, it would have 
been the same. You see, mother has set her 
mind on my rising.” 

“You’ve a good head for the business,” 
said the old man. “I don’t mind telling you 
that I’ve missed you in it. You’ve a knack 
for it, lad. Now, I tell you, the salary com- 
mences from to-day, in advance this time, 
but you are not to return to work until the 
mother picks up a bit. Oh, yes, John, let an 
old man have his way. How about nurses 
and all that?” 

“Dr. Beatty arranged it all, sir. He’s a 
good friend to mother and me. And we are 
to settle it later, at our convenience—per- 
haps when I’m—when I’m risen a bit, sir.” 

The pillow on which the little mother’s 
head rested was scarcely whiter than her 
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own thin face, but the eyes gazing into 
John’s were lustrous. “I feel as if I were 
strong enough now to get up,” she declared. 
“There’s no tonic like good news. And 
you’re going back! And you’ll have your 
chance! Oh, John!” Underneath this out- 
ward thanksgiving was something stronger 
yet—the mother’s heart, which was saying 
jubilantly: “John has found himself! He 
has faced the situation like the man he is. 
Oh, I knew my boy was no coward!” 


COL. WM. F. CODY 
BY MRS. J. J. LINCOLN 


Seldom has our attention been directed to 
a sadder scene in connection with the pass- 
ing of a soul (death, the doctor told him, 
was but a few hours off) than that pictured 
in the words of Mr. Cody: “Let the Elks 
and Masons take charge of the funeral, 
Mae.” Then, after some business directions, 
“Now, let us have a game of high five.” 

No committing of the last sad rites to 
God’s minister and His Church! As in life, 
so in death, and so we fear it is with many 
men; his lodge was his ideal and in a meas- 
ure displaced the only institution Jesus 
came to establish, the only institution whose 
door opens into the Kingdom. 

And no calling for the Bible, God’s 
precious Word of truth, that sure Word of 
prophecy by which we are made clean, that 
Word which is able to save our souls. Yes, 
the Bible, too, was displaced by something 
he loved more. 

Stoic, was he? It would seem so; un- 
moved and immovable in the very face of 
eternity. What must be the influence of 
a life thus ingloriously ended? What com- 
fort does it bequeath, what hope beget, what 
fealty inspire? Poor comfort for the sor- 
rowing, scant hope for hereafter, dangerous 
faith to adhere to. 

While newspapers tried to exploit the life 
deeds of this notable scout, this daring 
plainsman, this hero of adventure, this 
world-renowned showman, the very absence 
of a single word about his Christian faith, 
his immortal hope, brings us to realize the 
utter emptiness of a life in which God holds 
but second place, if any place at all. 

Influence of such a life? It will not count. 
“Life’s but a means to an end.” If the end 
be only loss, the deeds become as dross and 
nobody cares to remember them, or will take 
the pains to perpetuate them. 

Let us give the newspapers their credit; 
too often they are glaring with untruth. 
In this instance they have done Christian- 
ity a real service by remaining silent where 
there was nothing to be said. The curtain 
will drop and all will be forgotten. This is 
the picture’s one redeeming feature. Did 
we want to preserve it, we could trace the 
lines thereof with the salt of our tears— 
but no, it were better effaced. Let it pass. 


Every individual will be happier the more 
clearly he understands that his vocation 
consists, not in exacting service from oth- 
ers, but in ministering to others, in giving 
his life the ransom of many. One who does 
this will be worthy of his food, and not fail 
to receive it.—Tolstoi. L 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





In many southern cities last week 
the one hundred and sixth anniversary of 
General Robert E. Lee’s birthday was cele- 
brated, January 19 being the date of his 
birth. 


——January 8th, the Supreme Court af- 
firmed the constitutionality of the Webb- 
Kenyon law that forbids liquor to be shipped 
from “wet” States into States that have 
prohibited the sale or importation of liquor. 





A German torpedo boat destroyer 
was sunk and the remainder of an enemy 
naval division scattered and considerably 
punished in a destroyer engagement in the 
North Sea, close to the Dutch coast, Jan. 12. 





George Sunday, son of William Sun- 
day, turned down an offer of $1,000,000 
from a motion picture concern on behalf of 


his father. He said his father has always 
and sincerely refused to commercialize 
Christ. 





The Statue of Liberty, noble work of 
Bartholdi, is the largest statue of modern 
times, being 151 feet high, and, with the 
pedestal, 305 feet. It gives an inspiring 
welcome to the immigrants as they sail up 
the harbor to Ellis Island. 





Germany still maintains her suprem- 
acy of the air. Official figures announced 
for 1916 show the total losses of aeroplanes 
on both sides during the year to have been 
1,005. Of these the entente forces lost 784; 
the Germans 221. On the west front alone 
both sides lost 920, and of these only 180 
were German aeroplanes. : 





President Wilson plans to go to the 
Capitol two or three times each week to keep 
in close touch with members of the Senate 
and House for the purpose of hurrying con- 
sideration of his legislative program and 
avoiding an extra session. He began the 
new custom January 22, and probably will 
continue it each Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. 





Announcement that it has obtained 
the promise of 104 floats for the Pan-Paci- 
fic pageant on the opening day of the Mid- 
Pacific carnival in February, 1917, was made 
by the Pan-Pacific Club of Honolulu. Fifty- 
two of these historical floats of the Pacific 
will tell the story of the Hawaiian Islands, 
and these will be built at the public and 
private schools in Honolulu. 





A portion of London, England, was 
shaken severely, Jan. 20, when a chemical 
plant in which munitions were manufact- 
ured, was the center of a series of explo- 
sions, scattering destruction over a large 
section of the district in which the works 
were located. A fire in the factory was the 
cause of the explosions. About forty bodies 
were recovered and 100 persons were re- 
ported injured. 





Five new rear admirals of the navy 
authorized by Congress at the last session, 
were nominated last week by President 
Wilson. Four of the nominees are depart- 
mental bureau chiefs whose positions carry 
the rank of rear admiral during the term of 





office, and the fifth is Dr. Cary T. Grayson, 
the President’s naval aide and physician, 
and now a passed assistant surgeon with 
rank of lieutenant commander. 


One of the heaviest snow-storms in 
twenty years, it is said, fell January 22, 
and covered Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
South and North Dakota with from two to 
seventeen inches of snow. The wind reach- 
ed a velocity of forty-two miles an hour, 
piled the snow into huge snow-drifts, which 
impeded all traffic. Some trains were 
stalled in great banks of snow. Sub-zero 
weather then followed a drop in tempera- 
ture. 





A German raider for the last month 
has been sinking vessels of the entente al- 
lied powers in the South Atlantic. Latest 
reports fix the number at fifteen. News 
from Rio Janeiro says it is considered al- 
most certain that the raider which has been 
creating such havoc is the Moewe, which 
captured the Appam and sunk numerous 
entente ships in Atlantic waters a year ago. 
Others think it is the Vineta, which is a 
small vessel. 








Thomas A. Edison says one of the 
most important things that should be start- 
ed in this country is the manufacture of 
nitrogen because this country is approach- 
ing land exhaustion. He says we can make 
nitrogen economically here because we have 
more water power and our coal does not 
cost as much as in Germany. All the raw 
materials cost less here is another reason. 
He says, though, that the best way of mak- 
ing nitrogen has not been discovered yet. 


Berlin announced that the British 
steamer Yarrowdale was brought into har- 
bor on December 31 as a prize by a prize 
crew of sixteen men. She carried 469 pris- 
oners, the crews of steamers captured by a 
German auxiliary cruiser in the Atlantic 
Ocean. The prisoners on the Yarrowdale 
were from one Norwegian and seven British 
vessels. The cargoes of the captured ves- 
sels, the statement adds, consisted principal- 
ly of war material for the entente allies and 
foodstuffs. 





The Mexican-American joint com- 
mission which failed to effect an ad- 
justment of the questions at issue _be- 
tween Mexico and the United States after 
a series of conferences that began four 
months ago, was formally dissolved January 
15. Secretary of the Interior Lane and the 
other members of the American commission, 
Dr. J. R. Mott and Judge Gray, told the 
Mexicans that they had recommended to 
President Wilson the dispatch to Mexico of 
Ambassador Fletcher and the withdrawal of 
the American troops from Chihuahua. 





——tThe recreation features of the Na- 
tional Forests are fostered in a variety of 
ways. Areas of scenic value are set aside 
as camping sites and are withdrawn from 
any use which would reduce their beauty. 
Roads and trails are built by the Forest 
Service to open up points of scenic interest, 
streams are stocked with fish, and sites for 
summer homes can be leased for long peri- 
ods. More and more of large private hold- 


ings are being posted with “No Trespass- 
ing” signs, and therefore are closed to the 
people, so people living in hot cities and hot 
agricultural regions may find opportunity 
for the refreshment and recreation in the 
National Forests of the United States. 


More than 25,000 national guards- 
men, now on the Mexican border, have been 
designated by Major General Funston for 
return home and muster out of the federal 
service, under the order issued January 20. 
Their departure will leave between 45,000 
and 50,000 men of the guard still in the 
federal service doing border patrol. 





——Millions of rabbits in cold storage go 
to England and other countries from Aus- 
tralia each year. The rabbit industry in 
Australia is quite extensive. One firm last 
year canned more than three hundred and 
eighty-five thousand rabbits. Rabbit huck- 
sters go by residences calling their wares, 
and the resident who heard the cry of the 
salesman knew that he could get a good 
dinner that would also taste good and was 
cheap, but since the war, prices of meat of 
any kind have risen and the rabbit dinner 
also is not so cheap as formerly. Demand 
for meat of any kind has raised even the 
price of rabbits, which, since canning and 
refrigeration have been undertaken on a 
large scale, have become an important item 
in the food supply of the world. 


A summary of the German admiralty 
official statement on the detention as pris- 
oners of war of neutral sailors aboard 
armed merchantmen captured by German 
naval forces, was cabled to the State De- 
partment at Washington by Ambassador 
Gerard, January 20. This is the only in- 
formation available at the present time re- 
garding this development in naval proce- 
dure. The Germans contend that sailors 
taking service on such ships as are regarded 
as warships by reason of their having 
mounted guns, whether they be intended 





for defense or offense, lose their neutral 


status, just as if they had enlisted in the 
naval forces of a belligerent. Therefore, 
these sailors are liable to treatment as pris- 
oners of war, it is held. 


—The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion took drastic steps January 20 to re- 
lieve the shortage of coal, refrigerator, heat- 
er, ventilated, and’ insulated cars, serving 
notice upon the railroads that unless they 
should appoint a committee within ten days, 
vested with plenary powers to cooperate in 
relief measures, the commission would act 
independently. Holding that present con- 
ditions are without a parallel in the coun- 
try’s history, that “the wrongs are flagrant,” 
and that “in the emergency” any doubt as 
to its authority to act should be decided in 
favor of the general public,.the commission 
also issued an order requiring the roads to 
return to original owners all cars of the 
four specific types on their lines as fast as 
the cars are delivered and unloaded at their 
destinations. The order will become effect- 
ive February 21, and will remain in force 
till May 1. With but few exceptions, the 
railroads have failed to afford relief from 
the car shortage. 
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WHERE SHALL THE NEXT CONVENTION 
BE HELD? 


The Executive Board of The American Christian 
Convention will meet some time in July, 1917, at 
which time it will select the place and determine 
the time (exact date) and plan the program for the 
session of 1918. 

This is not an easy task, and has never yet been 
done without careful and extensive consideration. 
The points of most vital importance, and which enter 
most fully into the consideration with reference to 
location, are: 

1. ACCESSABILITY. 

(a) Can the place be 
economically reached ? 

(b) Is it centrally located with reference to the 
entire brotherhood ? 

(c) Is it a city, or village, of sufficient size to 
merit consideration, and is it furnished with 
such public utilities as hotels, restaurants, 
telephones, telegraph, etc.? 

2. ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(a) Is the building sufficiently large to accom- 
modate the sessions, and has it rooms suf- 
ficient in number, and large enough in size, 
for committee meetings, and other purposes 
of like character? 

(b) Is the membership of the church sufficiently 
large, and so located as to furnish lodging 
for members of the Convention, without in- 
convenience to either? Members of the Con- 
vention should not be required to spend their 
time in making long trips to lodging-places. 

3. OBLIGATION. 

(a) Is the Convention by any rule or precedent, 
under obligation to meet in any certain sec- 
tion of our Zion? 

(b) Has the place under consideration any par- 
ticular claim upon the brotherhood at large 
that would justify locating the Convention 
there? 


4. USEFULNESS. 

(a) Where can the Convention best serve itself, 
the entire brotherhood, and the Kingdom of 
God? 

(b) Where can the Convention receive the best 
service from the church with which it meets, 
that it may thereby be the better prepared 
to serve? 


5. HISTORY. 
(a) Where have the last several Conventions 
been held? 
(b) Were they well attended from the entire 
brotherhood, or from any one section of it? 
Was the membership representative? 


Nore 1. It will be well for churches inviting the 
Convention to meet with them, to go over the above 
items quite carefully, to be sure they understand 
them, and are able to meet their requirements. They 
should take plenty of time, give thorough considera- 
tion, and be specific in stating the terms of lodging 
and meals. Mail your invitations to the Convention 
Secretary, Dayton, Ohio. 

Nore 2. The names of the churches inviting the 
Convention to meet with them will be published in 
the order of their reaching the Secretary, and will be 
considered in the same order by the Executive Board. 

Note 3. Churches should make up their minds not 
to be disappointed should their invitation not be ac- 
cepted. The Convention can meet in but one place 
in 1918, and the Executive Board will deal fairly and 
impartially with all invitations, and when the decision 
is reached and announced, its judgment should be 
respected. 


easily, quickly, and 


THIRTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND FIFTY- 
FIVE CENTS 


THAT AMOUNT ($38.55) IS THE 

AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED BY THE 
GOSHEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO 
THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CON- 
VENTION. 


MISTAKES 


Yes, we make them, and others make a 
few now and then. Please read the ones 
given below: 


London Tit-Bits collects a number of ludi- 
crous specimens of inverted meaning caused 
by misplaced clauses. Here are some of 
them: “I saw a man digging a well with 
a Roman nose.” A bill presented to a 
farmer ran thus: “To hanging two barn 
doors and myself, 4s. 6d.” An advertiser 
wrote: “Wanted, a young man to look 
after a horse of the Methodist persuasion.” 
A remarkable instance of charity: “A 
wealthy gentleman will adopt a little boy 


with a small family.” In the account of a 
shipwreck appeared the following: “The 
captain swam ashore. So did the chamber- 
maid; she was insured for a large sum and 
loaded with pig iron.” An Irishman com- 
plained to his physician that “he stuffed him 
so much with drugs that he was ill a long 
time after he got well.” 


If your church has not taken the Conven- 
tion Collection, won’t you please see that it 
is taken at once? Neither you, nor your 
church can afford not to take this collection. 


According to The Christian Annual for 
1917, we have 


1,341 churches 

74 conferences 

106,159 members 

956 Sunday-schools 

217 Christian Endeavor Societies 
1,065 ordained ministers 

166 unordained ministers 

82 of the ministers are women. 





The enrollment of students i in our colleges 
is as follows: 


Palmer Institute-Starkey Seminary 


Whole number of students ............ 76 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
MEMBRED. “has is ccs teed nawenn civ ecs 


Union Christian College 


Whole number of students ............ 90 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
WI oc wide od dnisigiocn to tesdien ans 10 


Whole number of women preparing for 
WG SENN co ccsete cece casnowane 


Palmer College 


Whole number of students ........... 138 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
MENUS so: hka nb Ed eh cme Keun eine'e 12 


Whole number of women preparing for 
GEN. SENS Coc cs c't ons baa cuwsien 


Franklinton Christian College 


Whole number of students ........... 155 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
WIS ieee cee chance veoneaes 15 
Elon College 
Whole number of students ............ 400 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
WIIG bce hmckdic 0 Bass aes bauer e akc 38 


Whole number of women preparing for 
ministry 


Defiance College 


Whole number of students ........... 601 
Whole number of men preparing for the 
WEG lis odo cae cham y Cs ARREARS dal 30 


Whole number of women preparing for 
ministry 


Jireh College 


Whole number of students ............ 50 
Weaubleau Christian College 
Whole number of students ........... 62 


Whole number of women preparing for 
WEN ows ver dcewewecuss haé.caen as 


We have three ministerial students in the 
Bangor, Maine, Theological Seminary. This 
is a Congregational school, but students 
from the Christian Church are under the 
care of our pastor there—Rev. H. M. 
Hainer. 


ALL SINNERS BEFORE GOD 
A lawyer exclaimed the other day, “I like 
to go to church, but I’m tired of sermons on 
political problems or the latest magazine 
articles. I know more about politics than 
the minister does, and I can review at home. 


What I want is something that will put 
hope and courage into me, strengthen my 
faith, and help me to do my duty and live 
up to my ideals.” “I wish,” said a little 
Methodist girl, wearied by pretentious 
rhetoric and clever theological jugglery, “I 
wish he would tell us more about Jesus.” 

There is much to suggest in the above; 
not that the current events or books are to 
be altogether eschewed in pulpit prepara- 
tion. There are times when these themes 
may be vitally connected with sermonic 
themes. But what is known as the “old- 
fashioned gospel” is still quite acceptable in 
the pulpits of Methodism. 

We have listened to the lament-of more 
than one college professor as he told of a 
sermon preached by his pastor or visiting 
brother in which the evident attempt was to 
inject philosophy or science or literature in- 
to the discourse, the speaker evidently imag- 
ining that a learned professor would hardly 
appreciate a sermon built along simple 
lines. It is always a fatal mistake to divide 
one’s audience into classes on the basis of 
intelligence, and preach up or down accord- 
ingly. If such discriminating pulpiteers 
only knew that there is but a single message 
and only one way to proclaim the same, 
they would profit immensely. When it 
comes to a congregation in waiting to hear 
God’s Word there are no professors, no ed- 
itors, no judges, no men of affairs. All are 
alike in that they have been fighting battles 
during the week; temptations have pressed 
them sharp, and the contest has left them 
weary and often discouraged. When will 
our ministers realize that men in such a 
condition are actually hungry for a soul- 
message that has a positive ring and no un- 
certain conclusion?—Northwestern Advo- 
cate. 


A FEW REPRESENTATIVE LETTERS 


We wish we had. space for all the good 
letters that reach us, but we haven’t. The 
best we can do is to now and then give a 
few representative ones. Please read the 
ones herein given, with the thought in mind 
that there are many more like them: 





Fort RECOVERY, OHIO, 
January 17, 1917. 
DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—Enclosed you 
will find five dollars for The American 
Christian Convention. 
Respectfully yours, 
ELLA LOWRY AND SISTERS. 





BRIDGEBORO, N. J. 
DEAR BROTHER BuURNETT:—As I am not 
pastor of any church at present, I forward 
you the little mite of one dollar, as your 
service as Secretary, and wish it could be 

more. Remain, 
Your brother in the work, 
W. L. GENNETT. 





KITTERY, MAINE, 
January 7, 1917. 
BROTHER BURNETT :—Enclosed please find 
check for $1.00 for Convention. Am living 
in Kittery now for the winter, as my work 
is thére. I don’t know whether my church 
at York Corner, Maine, has taken the col- 
lection or not, but I want to add my little. 
Wiis G. MOULTON. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for February 11, 1917 





JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA 
John 4: 1-28 


Time—December, A. D. 27. 

Place—Near the village 
Jacob’s well. 

Golden Text—Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.—1 Tim. 1: 15. 

Principle—Christ is. the Savior of the 
world. 


of Sychar, 


Daily Readings 

Monday, Feb. 5—Jesus and the Woman 
of Samaria. John 4: 1-14. 

Tuesday, Feb. 6—True Worship. 
4: 19-26." 

Wednesday, Feb. 7—One Soweth, Another 
Reapeth. John 4: 27-88. 

Thursday, Feb. 8—Faith of the Samari- 
tans. John 4: 39-42. 

Friday, Feb. 9—Gospel in Samaria. Acts 
8: 4-13. 

Saturday, Feb. 10—No Respecter of Per- 
sons. Acts 10: 34-43. 

Sunday, Feb. 11—Salvation for All. Rom. 
10: 11-21. 


John 





Lesson Outline 


Jesus, finding that the Pharisees took of- 
fense at His making many disciples, leaves 
Judea to pass into Galilee, 1-3. And, pass- 
ing through Samaria, comes to Sychar, and 
rests at Jacob’s well, 4-6. While His dis- 
ciples were gone to the city to buy meat, 
a woman of Samaria comes to draw water, 
with whom our Lord discourses at large on 
the spiritual nature of His religion, the 
perfection of the divine nature, and the 
purity of His worship, 7-24. On His in- 
forming her that He was the Messiah, she 
leaves her pitcher, and goes to inform her 
townsmen, 25-30. 





Comments 


Sychar was anciently called Shechem, sit- 
uated at the foot of Mount Gerizim, in the 
province of Samaria, on which the temple 
of the Samaritans was built. After the 
ruin of Samaria by Salmanezer, Sychar be- 
came the capital of the Samaritans, ten 
miles from Shiloh, forty from Jerusalem, 
and fifty-two from Jericho. It probably 
got the name Sychar, meaning drunken, 
from the drunkenness of its inhabitants. 
That Jacob gave to his son Joseph—Jacob 
had bought this field from the children of Ha- 
mor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred 
pieces of silver, and in it he built an altar, 
which he dedicated to covenant God of 
Israel. This Jacob left to his son, Joseph, 
as overplus inheritance. Jacob’s well was 
there—This well at present is covered with 
an old stone vault, into which you are led 
down by a very strait hole; and then, re- 
moving the broad, flat stone, you discover 
the well itself. It is dug in a firm_rock 


about three yards in diameter, and thirty- 
five in depth, containing five feet of water. 
The sixth hour—is twelve o’clock. He was 
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fatigued, thirsty, hungry, from travel and 
heat. There cometh a woman of Samaria 
to draw water—This was natural female 
service. Those who wished to get wives 
among the Jews went to the wells, where 
young women were accustomed to come to 
draw water. That thou, being a Jew—The 
Jews distinguished themselves from the Sa- 
maritans by their dress, or it may be that 
Jesus was known as a Jew by his Galilean 
dialect. Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans—The Jews will be under no ob- 
ligations with the Samaritans by kindness, 
borrowing, or accommodation, that is, will 
have no religious or ceremonial dealings 
with them. If thou knewest the gift of God 
—Free gift, without asking, such as Jesus 
was to the world, and through whom the 
Spirit comes to the world, which those who 
believe on His name receive, and are saved. 
Living water—Spring water, springing up 
fresh from the earth, not stagnant in cis- 
tern or pools, and what our Lord means 
by it is the Holy Spirit. As water quenches 
thirst;. refreshes, invigorates the body; 
purifies things defiled, and renders the earth 
fruitful; the Holy Spirit satisfies the souls 
of men so that they thirst no more for 
earthly good; purifies from all defilement; 
and makes those who receive it fruitful in 
every good word and work. Thou hast noth- 
ing to draw with—Travelers are accustom- 
ed to carry leather bottles and a line to 
draw with from the deep wells. The wom- 
an would naturally say, “The well is deep, 
and thou hast nothing to draw with, whence 
then hast thou this living water?” Our 
father Jacob—The Samaritans were de- 
scendants of Jacob; for they were the ten 
tribes descended from Jacob and revolting 
under Rehoboam, but were not true Israel- 
ites in our Lord’s time, but a corrupted 
race, sprung from a mixed people. Spring- 
ing up into everlasting life—On this ac- 
count he can never thirst, for how can he 
thirst when he has within him a well, an 
eternal spring, springing up into everlast- 
ing life? The Holy Spirit is an eternal 
fountain of living water within the believ- 
er’s heart. There is no Holy Spirit without 
Christ and no Christ without the Holy Spir- 
it, dwelling in the heart. Give me this 
water—She did not as yet comprehend the 
Savior’s meaning, but her curiosity was 
much excited* and this was the design of 
our Lord, as a master Teacher, that He 
might have her mind properly prepared to 
receive the great truth which He was about 
to pronounce. He made her have a felt 
need for the truth. Call thy husband— 
This expression was used for three pur- 
poses: first, to make the woman consider 
her own state; second, to show her that he 
knew her heart, and the secret actions of 
her life, and, third, to make her feel the 
need of help from him who was well quali- 
fied to teach her heavenly truths. Thou 
hast had five husbands—It is not clear that 
this woman was an adulteress for the 
adulteress was to be put to death, but she 
may have been a bad woman from whom 
her husbands were divorced; but by the 
remark Jesus revealed to her that He knew 
her altogether. He whom thou now hast is 
not thy husband—tTranslated by scholars, 
“There is no husband whom thou now hast,” 
or freely, “Thou hast no husband now.” 
See the Greek. I perceive that thou art a 
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prophet—Therefore she thought that He 
was well qualified to settle the dispute be- 
tween the Jews and the Samaritans, but she 
did not recognize Him as the Messiah. Wor- 
shiped in this mountain—Gerezim, on which 
was their temple. The hour cometh—The 
time was now at hand in which the spiritual 
worship of God was about to be established 
upon the earth. Worship the Father— 
This shows the true conception of the gos- 
pel dispensation, the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man. Ye worship ye 
know not what—The Samaritans worshiped 
the same God, but they did not know His 
attributes as Father. They had some of 
the conceptions of God that many would- 
be Christians have of God to-day. We 
should study the Fatherhood of God. This 
is the central idea of His attitude toward 
all mankind and explains the central idea 
of salvation. We know what we worship— 
The Jews knew what they worshiped, they 
were free from idolatrous worship at this 
time, and had been since their return from 
Babylon. 

“God is a Spirit; and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.” “For the Father seeketh such to 
worship him.” This truth gave the woman 
a new conception of God and of the Jews 
and of the Kingdom, and not only led to 
her salvation, but led her to prove her 
salvation by the best test, that is, by lead- 
ing others to accept Him in salvation, as 
fruits meet for salvation. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - - 
Elon College, N. C. 


Topic for February 18, 1917 





Secretary 





USING WHAT WE HAVE 
Acts 3:1-10 





The Scripture :— 


Now Peter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And 
a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was 
earried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them 
that entered into the temple; who seeing Peter and 
John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 
And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, 
said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, 
expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter 
said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I 
have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by 
the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately 
his feet and ancle bones received strength. And he 
leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them 
into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
God. And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God: and they knew that it was he which 
sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: 
and they were filled with wonder and amazement at 
that which had happened unto him. 





The Leader:—A man once specialized in 
mineralogy and went West to make his for- 
tune. The old farm was sold to pay the 
expenses of his education. The man who 
bought it one day was struck with the ap- 
pearance of its rocks and upon analysis was 
told that they were rich in copper. He 
made his fortune. The other man lost all 
he had. The moral needs no pointing. In 
the spiritual life also we should use what 
we have and not postpone work until some 
excursion far away. What talent have we 
right at home that we are not using? 

Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
Discovering What We Have; Learning the 
Needs Around Us; Adopting Ourselves to 
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Environment; Examples of What Has Been 
Done; Endeavorers at Work. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—What is the penalty if we do not 
use our talents? Do we Endeavorers talk 
too much in comparison to what we do? Is 
there danger in knowing and not doing? 
What things need doing near us? In com- 
munity? In church? In home? In our 
individual life? How can we get strength 
to do these things? 


NOTES 

We have a new Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety at Bible Chapel church, Robinson, II1., 
R. D. 3, of which Miss Mary Becktel is sec- 
retary. Success to the new cause! 

The Secretary recently had the pleasure 
of greeting in a personal way many active 
Endeavorers of our First church, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


The Endeavorers of the South are going 
to give Dr. and Mrs. F. E. Clark three 
months’ vacation at their expense in Flor- 
ida. Dr. Clark is convalescent now from 
his long illness. The Endeavorers will do 
well thus to show their appreciation of our 
great leader. 


Rev. Arthur H. Green, Hill, N. H., is 
sending out his call to the workers in the 
Merrimac Conference. May he have a gra- 
cious response? 


Secretary J. F. Burnett has sent out the 
call, with letter accompanying, to all other 
societies. The response needs to be liberal 
and will be. Our work cannot succeed with- 
out funds. One letter has just been receiv- 
ed from Albany, N. Y., with the proper ring 
and here it is: ‘We received your letter of 
the eighth and it will give us pleasure to 
make the offering requested on February 4.” 

Rev. B. W. Stoddard writes that the so- 
cieties in his field are doing well. No doubt 
of it. They have such a fine leader. 


CONDENSED ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
MOVEMENT 


February 2 will be the thirty-sixth anni- 
versary of the first Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety. In reviewing the work throughout 
the year, Dr. Clark in a recent article calls 
it the “Banner Year” of Christian Endeav- 
or, and shows that in no year of the past 
has the Society made such progress in num- 
bers, in efficiency, and in finding its way 
into new fields. 

The outstanding feature of the year has 
been the Campaign for Millions, which 
means that, before it closes, at the Inter- 
national Convention in Madison Square 
Garden, New York, next July, the En- 
deavorers hope to secure a million new 
members for the societies and for their 
churches, ten thousand new societies, and 
to reach several other large goals. 

The societies in all parts of America and 
in some other lands have taken up this cam- 
paign with great eagerness, and there is 
good promise of complete success. Already 
Illinois has secured nearly 500 new societies, 
Ohio and California over 400 each, ‘l'exas 
more than 300, and Indiana, Missouri, and 
several other States almost as many. 

An especially interesting feature of the 
work has been the progress of the Southern 





States, where hitherto Christian Endeavor 
has not taken as strong a foothold as in 
the North and West. During the last year, 
however, over 1,100 societies were added to 
the list in the Southern States. The State 
conventions in the South were far larger 
than ever before, and several States that 
had not been thoroughly organized as Chris- 
tian Endeavor unions have now completed 
such organization. The Southern Presby- 
terian Church has recently heartily endors- 
ed the movement, as have many other de- 
nominations. 

Daniel A. Poling, the associate president 
of the United Society, has reckoned up the 
number of miles traveled by the United 
Society officers and State field secretaries, 
and has found that it totals 558,000 miles 
during the past year, and the number of 
meetings they have addressed is in the thou- 
sands. 

The Christian Endeavor Department of 
the Army and Navy, under the leadership 
of Chaplain S. C. Ramsden, has rendered 
practical service on the Mexican border, and 
the Floating Endeavor work, which cares 
for the sailors in port and on the sea, has 
been especially effective in Chicago and 
Philadelphia. 

In many of the State prisons Endeavor 
societies have been formed in the past, and 
the reports from the-chaplains and war- 
dens in all the prisons where they are 
established speaks of the important work 
which the societies have done for the in- 
mates by promoting good discipline as well 
as the spiritual welfare of the prisoners. 

In other countries than America the So- 
ciety has flourished the past year. China 
claims over a thousand societies, and India 
nearly two thousand. A very successful 
All-China Christian Endeavor convention 
was held in Hangchow in April last, at 
which every province of China was repre- 
sented. This was considered the more re- 
markable, as China was then in the throes 
of a revolution. 

The British Christian Endeavor Union 
has taken several advance steps which have 
made the work more effective than ever in 
the past. Australian Endeavorers have 
more than held their own, in spite of the 
fact that so many of the young men from 
the societies have gone to the war. 


In Finland and Norway there has been 
decided advance, and the reports from 
South Africa and Egypt also show steady 
progress. 

From some of the belligerent countries 
it has been impossible to hear for several 
months past, but the last reports received 
from societies in Germany and Hungary 
and Bulgaria were of an encouraging char- 
acter. 


There are now some three thousand 
Christian Endeavor Unions—national, 
State, county, and city unions—in all parts 
of the world, numbering something like 
80,000 societies and four millions of mem- 
bers, while fully fifteen millions of Chris- 
tian people in all parts of the world have 
owed some part of their youthful training 
in the religious life to the Christian En- 
deavor movement. It is hoped that these 
multitudes of widely-scattered Endeavorers, 
bound together by strong ties of fellowship 
and common service, may do much in the 
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future to bring the young people of all the 
nations together and to heal the wounds of 
war. 

THE OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF THE 
UNITED SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN 
ENDEAVOR, AND OF THE WORLD’S 
CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR UNION. 








FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - - - 
Dayton, Ohio 


Secretary 


We have the following literature to help 
you get ready for the Foreign Mission Of- 
fering: “Missionary Ammunition,” a book 
for pastors; Poster No. 1 with pictures of 
our missionaries; Poster No. 2, with pic- 
tures of our mission property abroad; “Con- 
cerning Your Investment,” a leaflet for gen- 
eral distribution; “Our Foreign Missions in 
a Nutshell,” leaflet for general distribution; 
“Prayer Lists,” and Offering Envelopes. All 
pastors have received a post-card on which 
to write their orders for literature. 


SOME POINTED QUESTIONS 


Do you believe in missions—preaching the 
gospel at home and abroad? 

If not, will you write down your reasons 
for not believing in them and then proceed 
to analyze those reasons and see if there 
are any real facts at the back of them? 

If your disbelief in missions is due to the 
fact that you accept the sweeping state- 
ments of misinformed and prejudiced per- 
sons, is it because you do not believe in the 
principles of Christianity? 

Is it because you think that the benefits of 
Christianity should be limited to people of 
a particular color? 

Is it because you hold that the teachings 
of the Bible do not make for the moral up- 
lifting of the people? 

Do you know that the world’s greatest 
jurists as well as the most important inter- 
national treaties dealing with questions re- 
lated to native races have made clear state- 
ments as to the value and necessity of Chris- 
tian missions? 

Do you think that these men and these 
international treaties, including the Berlin 
treaty and the Convention of London are 
mistaken? 

Do you remember that our own ancestors 
used to rove in the woods clothed only in 
skins and blue paint? 

Do you recall that missionaries came to 
Britain and brought with them the Chris- 
tian religion that has helped to make the 
Anglo-Saxon race what it is to-day? 

Can you suggest any more effective meth- 
od of turning a sensual, lazy, ignorant, and 
dirty savage into a moral, industrious, intel- 
ligent, and clean citizen? 

Will legislation do it? Will.evolution do 
it? Will philanthropy do it? 

Do you know that it has been done in mil- 
lions of cases the world over by the preach- 
ing of the gospel? 

Do you say that the heathen are all right 
as they are? 

Are they? Is it all right to be distinctly 
immoral or unmoral as is the ordinary 
heathen? 

Are infanticide, polygamy, tribal war, 
lust, drunkenness, and murder “all right?” 
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Do you say that missionaries spoil the 
natives? 

Will you tell us how they spoil them and 
how you know that they do so? 

Is it not rather the disintegrating influ- 
ence of town life and the bad example of 
so-called civilization that too often spoil the 
native? 

But whether you have been paying for 
missions or not, is it a bad investment, aside 
from the religious side of it, to make igno- 
rant people intelligent and to develop a com- 
munity of clean, self-controlled, reliable, 
practical men and women? 

Is not that what the missionaries are at 
least trying to do? 

Are you helping them or are you standing 
by and criticising? 

If you don’t believe that missions are do- 
ing good, will you reconsider your whole 
attitude toward them and investigate for 
yourself? 

If you find that you have been wrong, will 
you admit it? 

If you find that they are doing as well as 
you could do for yourself, isn’t it “up to 
you to give a hand?” 

Will you begin now to do your share to 
put things right, whether by study, by pray- 
er, or by gifts to help forward the work of 
missions the world over?—By Charles H. 
Macwell. 


PARISH POLITICS VERSUS WORLD 
STATESMANSHIP 


Of the foreign missionary movement a 
great newspaper had the following to say, 
several years ago, and the passing of years 
hsa greatly emphasized what was said: 

It has more bottom and brains and body 
to it than any Greek-letter society or polit- 
ical club or lodge or order that claims the 
time and attention of our young men. It 
commands a farther sky-line of life and 
service than any place in legislature or par- 
liament. The REAL statesmen are in it. 
It is THEY who deal with the BIG forces 
and put their hands to VAST enterprises. 
What are our poor parish politics compared 
with this world-wide sweep? What is our 
trade policy compared with “the evangeliza- 
tion of the world in this generation?” Is it 
any wonder that such a movement has 
drawn to it the brightest and the brainiest? 
To produce men of capacity and power and 
purpose is the greatest service to the coun- 
try and to the world.—Toronto Star. 

The Christian denomination is a part of 
the greatest institution in the world, and 
has a part in this “vast enterprise” with a 
“world-wide sweep.” For both these facts 
we should heartily rejoice. Our foreign 
missions are playing a considerable part in 
world-evangelization. People who have tak- 
en pains to read our last annual reports are 
enthusiastic about them, becduse they show 
that the year past was our best missionary 
year. By the help of God this year shall see 
us touch the highest mark yet! Already we 
are greatly encouraged with the outlook. 


ON YOU, AND YOU, AND ME 


Some one has most truly said: “To-day - 


the burden of responsibility is not on God, 
nor on your board secretaries, nor on pas- 
tors, nor on churches, nor on missionary 
committees; it is on the individual Christian. 
It depends on YOU and ME whether 
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary shall be a suc- 
cess or a failure.” It always simmers down 
to that. Therefore, this is an earnest call 
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to every member of the Christian Church 
TO HELP BEAR THE BURDEN by means 
of a WORTHY SHARE IN THE FINAN- 
CIAL SUPPORT. Your gifts for the for- 
eign work last year amounted to $21,961.35; 
let us increase the receipts by $5,000 this 
year. We can do it! 


THE SECOND SUNDAY IN MARCH 


We have just one denominational church 
day in behalf of that “vast enterprise” with 
a “world-wide sweep,” 


SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 1917, 


or whenever you take the foreign offering 
in your church. That day is one means of 
giving support to our missions. Make the 
day mean more this year—make it a great 
day in your church. Set up a high stand- 
ard, and work toward it. 


A PLAN THAT WILL DO IT 


Let everybody give at least A DAY’S 
WAGE in the foreign offering. Think what 
that would mean to our foreign missions 
and the spirituality of the churches. In the 
midst of unexampled prosperity, we can 
surely afford to devote the wages of one day 
to advancing our foreign missionary cause. 
Or, to put it more correctly, we cannot af- 
ford to withhold from our Lord’s cause a 
day’s wages that should be devoted to for- 
eign missions. So far as we heard from 
churches and individuals contributing by 
day’s wage last year, they were enthusiastic 
about it, because it is a simple, reasonable, 
definite, and effective plan. 

Therefore, let churches, pastors, and 
workers in all church organizations, push 
for a larger foreign offering, and let every- 
body adopt the plan of giving at least one 
day’s wage toward that offering. 

By authority of The American Christian 
Convention. 

M. T. Morrill, 
Foreign Mission Secretary. 
Dayton, O., February 1, 1917. 








HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


At the meeting of the Forward Move- 
ment Committee the other day Dr. Harper 
told of an old darkey who was commenting 
on every Sunday giving, who said: “Dis 
here givin’ is jes lak combin yo hair, if you 
do it evry day his don’t hurt so bad.” 





At Tilton, Ill., our home mission pastor, 
Brother Stover, was lately called in by the 
merchants of the town to help them settle 
the question as to opening their places of 
business on Sunday. Sunday labor is very 
common at this labor center for railroads 
and mines so that there is some demand for 
the stores to remain open. The town par- 
son was able to get them to close up for 
the Sabbath. Thus the influence of our 
church is getting into the business life of 
the community. 


OUR CHURCHES NEAR NEW YORK 
CITY 
In the visit of the Home Mission Secre- 
tary to the Home Missions Council in New 
York City I went early so as to visit our 
churches in Brooklyn and near there. Sun- 
day, January 7, was a very busy day. 
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I arose early in the morning in East 
Orange, New Jersey, and journeyed to New 
York and across the city, and then across 
the ferry to Brooklyn. 

After landing at the Green Point ferry I 
soon reached our Church of the Evangel, 
where Rev. Barton is pastor. Being from 
Ohio I looked to attend the Sunday-school 
at about 9:30 o’clock. However, the church 
was still locked when I arrived, so I had to 
wander around until I could get into the 
place where I was expected to preach. I 
found that about two blocks from the church 
there is a great Irish Catholic Cathedral. 
As I passed this place the congregation was 
just coming forth and the streets were lit- 
erally filled with worshipers, hundreds of 
them. I was told that there were masses 
observed for several hours every Sunday 
morning to accommodate the number of peo- 
ple, who filled the church each time. Not 
far from there is a Polish Catholic church 
where the same thing occurs. 

At 10:45 o’clock a congregation of most 
excellent and refined people assembled in 
our church and I had an excellent time with 
them. There are many foreigners in the 
vicinity of our church in Green Point, yet 
there are many of the good Americans. I 
hope it may be possible to take care of the 
needs of the foreigners also sometime. 

From the Green Point section I went in 
the afternoon to our church at Vanderveer 
Park in Brooklyn. I got there in time for 
the Sunday-school at 2:45 o’clock. The 
room was full of children up to about four- 
teen years old. Dr. L. F. Johnson, the pas- 
tor, has a fine influence on young people and 
they are flocking into the Sunday-school. 
There were one hundred and thirty-four 
there in the school. I had the opportunity 
of teaching a class of boys about eleven 
years of age, twelve of them. They were 
mighty bright fellows, too. Brother Vail is 
the superintendent and has an excellent 
corps of teachers. 


I visited a city mission with Brother John- 
son after the Sunday-school and listened to 
him preach. He has been able to get a good 
hold with the mission workers and one of 
his members was the leader at the service 
that evening. 3 

At seven-thirty I preached to a good- 
sized congregation in the church and met 
most of the folks after the service. They 
impress me as an earnest, consecrated lot 
of Christian people. The next day I had 
the opportunity to see where many of them 
lived. Our church is in a section of the city 
where the people are of excellent type and a 
growing residence section. Just around the 
corner from the church is a large Gary 
School, the only one, I think, in Brooklyn. 
The terminal of a sub-way from New York 
is located near to the church. As soon as it 
is finished it will mean that many more peo- 
ple will move into that section. We practical- 
ly have the field now and need to support it 
in a very large way. With the nucleus that 
we have there is a fine opportunity for us to 
have a great church before many years. 


The Home Missions Council convened on 
Tuesday, but on that evening Dr. Johnson 
and myself went over to the Irvington 
church where Dr. W. H. Hainer has been 
pastor for twenty-nine years. His work is 
telling for good, too. That evening was 
the regular week-night prayer-meeting. I 
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was asked to talk and did so for a short 
time. The great thing of the evening was 
when, at the close of the service, Dr. Hainer 
called for confessions and about fourteen 
young men arose and made the first confes- 
sion of their Savior. I think there were 
eighteen in all united with the church. 

Many members are being added to Dr. 
Hainer’s church and much of its success in 
thus winning souls is due to the excellent 
work in the Sunday-school, of course under 
the leadership of a pastor who knows how 
to get folks to work. The average attend- 
ance of the Sunday-school there is over six 
hundred. It was a great inspiration to be 
at that prayer-meeting and to see the num- 
ber of young people accepting Christ. 

I will speak at another time of the im- 
pressions of the Home Missions Council. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 
Making “Our Country God’s Country.” 
1. Travel Talk. 
2. Figures that talk. 
3. Franklinton in song and story. 
4. Latest news from our home mission 
Ids. 
Hs 


field 
5. Song: “O Savior Dear! Immanuel.” 
6. Devotional: 1 Kings 8: 56-61; Ps. 
144: 12-15. 


Material can all be found in text-book, 
“The Christians and the Great Commission,” 
and November, December, and January 
Christian Missionarys. 

Don’t fail to read the suggestions in Jan- 
uary Christian Missionary. 


IN THE TIOGA RIVER FIELD 


An earnest effort is being made to stim- 
ulate interest throughout our churches. 

Mission literature has been sent to a rep- 
resentative in each church, accompanied by 
a joint letter from the Conference Mission 
Board President and Literature and Mite- 
box Superintendent, explaining our work, 
and urging a careful circulation of the lit- 
erature, with the view to organization. 

The first church to respond with a society 
as the result of their efforts, was that of 
First Franklin, Powell, Pa. 

Others have given encouragement. 

The Young People’s Superintendent, Mrs. 
Lynn Rider, of Binghamton, N. Y., has been 
untiring in her efforts to reach all in her 
line, using the “follow-up” system most 
faithfully. _ 

Mrs. P. R. Doud, of Lawrenceville, Pa., 
Cradle Roll Superintendent, has also been 
reaching out into the churches after the wee 
gleaners. 

It is the aim of our Mission Board to 
have one society, at least, in each church 
during this conference year. 

MATTIE C. WHITE. 


MISSIONS IN ONE COUNTRY CHURCH 

During the session of the Tioga River 
Conference last June, the Master Himself 
met with about seventeen members of the 
local “Truth Seekers’ O. A. B. C.” He 
opened willing hearts, as Mrs. Burnett 
graphically and touchingly told of condi- 
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tions and needs in our mission fields, of hun- 
gry hearts fainting for lack of that Bread 
we enjoy in abundance. Then all present 
bowed before the One whose presence filled 
the room, asking, “What wouldst Thou have 
us to do?” resolved, “Whatsoever He saith” 
. to “do it.” When the question was 

put, “Shall we organize for mission work?” 
all present voted in the affirmative. 

And so was born into the field of service 
the “Alice M. Burnett Missionary Society.” 

Numerous obstacles prevented a repre- 
sentative number meeting, so it was several 
weeks before the real organization was 
effected. Meanwhile, those who came at 
appointed dates, spent the hour in prayer, 
and getting familiar with the mission work, 
so the interest was not lost. 

The full list of officers was elected. 


Mrs. Blanche Robinson, made Young Peo- 
ple’s Superintendent, speedily proved her 
interest and influence by organizing her 
S. S. of Juniors into a Glad Gleaners’ So- 
ciety. These young girls are very enthus- 
iastic over their work. 


Miss Leona Terry, a dear, consecrated 
Christian girl (but physically blind), was 
made Cradle Roll Superintendent. 

She entered upon her work with great 
enthusiasm, having now sixteen members on 
her roll. 


On November 17th a Cradle Roll party 
was held at the parsonage in honor of the 
third birthday of Master Evan and Miss 
Evelyn Fisk. Sickness and a stormy day 
prevented a full attendance; but several 
little ones and their mothers were present. 
The children and babies enjoyed toys and 
pictures, and the mothers heard all about 
the Cradle Roll—and their babies’ share 
in bringing the light to other babies, while 
earnest prayer was offered to Him who on 
earth blessed little children. Dainty re- 
freshments were served by the hostess—and 
we all felt the day another link binding the 
children to the work of the King. 

Mrs. M. B. Fisk, another member of the 
society, has recently organized her splen- 
did class of young ladies into a Young Peo- 
ple’s Missionary Socity. 

A few of the things accomplished so far: 

Mission study course adopted, using Dr. 
Bishop’s book. 


Public “Thank-offering Service” held 
Thanksgiving evening. Offering taken, 
$4.18. 


Paid into the conference treasury to date 
in dues, Cradle Roll, and special offerings, 
$19.19. (This does not include the $10 
pledged by the class at conference, and 
since paid). 

A very interesting program has been 
planned for the January meeting, all three 
societies uniting, each having a part. 

MATTIE C. WHITE. 





EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A. - - 
Providence, R. I. 


Seeretary 


PROMINENT LEADERS SPEAK AT 
DEFIANCE COLLEGE 
Defiance College was specially happy in 
having present on the 21st and 22d inst., 
two prominent representatives of the Chris- 
tian Church—one from the Southland and 
one from the far East, Dr. Warren H. Den- 
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ison, of Norfolk, Va., and Dr. Frank H. 
Peters, of New Bedford, Mass. 

Dr. Peters spoke at chapel, delivering a 
timely message. Among other good things, 
he said: Life is a problem. To discover 
this is vital. The wisdom and experience 
of the past have served only to multiply 
and intensify our problems. Religious at- 
mosphere changes. A new social conscious- 
ness brings new’ opportunities and new 
problems. Our idea of patriotism has to be 
revised to include all humanity. We must 
be Americans, but Americans with world- 
wide sympathies. 

We must find ourselves—the real self. 
We are composite—physical, mental, etc. 
Then first things must come first. The 
right side of your life must have the mas- 
tery, or life is a failure. 

In concluding, Mr. Peters said that school 
life is designed to help one to see the prob- 
lems and find his place in life, and exhorted 
the young people to address themselves to 
their life-task with enthusiasm, consistency, 
and cheerful optimism. 

Dr. Denison delivered three lectures to 
the Religious Association: “How to Start 
Your Work as a Pastor,” “Making Our 
Church More Efficient,” and “The Im- 
portance of Training the Men of Your 
Church.” These lectures, delivered in Dr. 
Denison’s own pleasant style, were both 
practical and inspirational and were highly 
appreciated by the young ministers. We 
wish these lectures might be heard through- 
out our connection. They are all the more 
valuable because they represent the ex- 
perience of one of the most successful pas- 
tors in the denomination., Dr. Denison em- 
phasized especially the importance of every 
church having a definite program. He gave 
the following as the program for the year 
of the churches of his conference: 

1. A net gain of ten per cent. in church 
membership. 

2. Not less than 1 cent per week per 
member for foreign missions. : 

8. More preaching in country churches. 

4. A gain of fifteen per cent. in the en- 
rollment of the Sunday-school. 

5. Ten new Christian Endeavor societies. 

6. A church efficiency week in each 
church. 


For this last object, ten of the best men 
of the conference are selected—equal num- 
ber of ministers and laymen—who go by 
twos, minister and layman, to speak at the 
various churches on invitation. The subjects 
discussed are missions, finance, young peo- 
ple’s work, evangelism, and church methods, 
covering five nights, with a new team of 
speakers each night. 

Dr. Denison held a number of private 
conferences with the students, counseling 
and inspiring them with reference to future 
plans and purposes. N. G. NEWMAN. 


Finish every day and be done with it. 
You have done what you could. Some blun- 
ders and absurdities, no doubt, crept in; for- 
get them as soon as you can. To-morrow is 
a new day; begin it well and serenely, and 
with too high a spirit to be cumbered with 
your old nonsense. This day is all that is 
good and fair. It is too dear, with its hopes 
and invitations, to waste a moment on the 
yesterdays.— Emerson. 
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Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD |Believer-Training 


SS 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


SS 





NEW ENGLAND NOTES 


Boston, Mass.—The great tabernacle 
meeting closed Sunday night, January 21, 
eclipsing all previous records. Even that 
made at Philadelphia two years ago was left 
far in the rear. The following figures tak- 
en from Monday’s issue of The Boston Post, 
will show the difference between the two 
cities: Total of Boston “trail-hitters,” 63,- 
484; Philadelphia, 41,724. Boston raised 
for current expense, $95,000; Philadelphia, 
$52,000. Boston free-will offering, $50,826.- 
64, afterward increased to $53,585.68 by of- 
ferings from churches; Philadelphia, $51,- 
135.85. Boston, grand total of money rais- 
ed during campaign, $145,826.64; Phila- 
delphia, $118,766.78. The total attendance 
figures were given as 1,539,500. No figures 
were quoted from attendance records at 
Philadelphia. 





Providence, R. I—The following, from 
Providence, will show some of the activities 


of that people since their fusion of forces: 

On the second Monday evening in January, the 
members of the Elmwood Christian church assembled 
in annual session, with a supper preceding the busi- 
ness meeting. Annual reports were presented and 
officers elected. The clerk’s summary showed a mem- 
bership of 385, with a net gain of thirty-four through 
the year. The treasurer’s accounts indicated total 
receipts of $3,691.83, total expenditures of $3,632.50, 
with a balance of $59.33, and all bills paid. Mr. Geo. 
W. Hathaway, assistant superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school, reported a membership of 349, having 
an average attendance of 170. The Boy’s Club, 
through its head, Mr. Lewis W. D. Morton, reported a 
membership of eighty, with two classes, one for 
younger and one for older boys, meeting each week. 

The Woman’s Guild, in its several departments, 
Missionary, Mothers, and Work and Social, has been 
a valuable factor in the past year’s church work. 
Under its auspices, too, a Girl’s Guild has been car- 
ried on, the girls meeting every week, after school, 
on the same day as the women. Besides the monthly 
missionary programs, speakers on timely and useful 
topics, the Guild has done much in a financial way 
for the church, and considerable philanthropic work 
for the charitable organizations of the city. 

Altogether, the work of the past’ year, while not 
reaching the ideals in view, showed progress and 
advance in many lines. 

The officers elected were as follows: Chairman, 
Herbert C. Lloyd; Vice-Chairman, George W. Petri; 
Clerk, Ernest A. Chase; Treasurer, Clarence E. Wil- 
liams; Financial Secretary, Lewis W. D. Morton; 
Deacons, Charles E. Brown, Edson P. Howard, 
Thomas Sarah, Mark L. Dunning, Frederick E. Stud- 
ley, Clarence E. Williams, and Benjamin F. Robin- 
son. 

Mrs. Sargent, the pastor’s wife, is recovering from 
a serious operation performed on her throat, at 
Christmas time. She is greatly missed in the activ- 
ities of the church, but we hope the time will soon 
come when she will again be able to meet with us, 
in better health than ever before, to be our inspira- 
tion in the future as she has in the past. 





Amesbury, Mass.—The Christian Union 
Society, in connection with the Amesbury 
Christian church, held its annual meeting 
Monday evening, January 8. This was the 
ninetieth anniversary of the organization, 
with the best attendance in a long while, 
and the best treasurer’s report in years. 
All current expenses were reported met, 
and a balance in the treasury. An increase 
of one hundred dollars was voted on the 
salary of the pastor, which will, according 
to his own testimony, be appreciated. The 
work is reported as doing well as a whole. 
The financial showing doubtless is due to 
this being the first year of the Duplex En- 
velope. F 





North Shrewsbury, Vt.—This word from 
our Shrewsbury work will doubtless gladden 
many hearts, as the activities described 
mark a distinct advance: 


At a concert given by the Sunday-school Christmas 
evening, the pastor and his wife were surprised and 
well-nigh overwhelmed to receive an elegant fur coat, 
with gauntlets to match, for the former and money 
for the purchase of a coat for the latter, “from 
friends all over town,” as the inscription on the 
outside of the package stated. Some sixty different 
individuals contributed to this fund. It makes the 


pastor feel very unworthy and very determined to 
spend strength and energy more freely than ever in 
ministering to this people. Plans have been prepared 
and subscription papers are being circulated to raise 
money and material for the erection of a vestry some 
thirty feet by forty, in the rear of and attached to, 
the present church edifice. Good friends in the Mer- 
rimack Conference, living in New Hampshire, have 
headed the subscription with generous offerings. The 
material, it is planned, will be largely contributed 
right here on the field, where soft-wood timber is so 
abundant that every farmer can furnish a thousand 
feet or so, and it can be sawed at the local saw mill 
by volunteer help. Nevertheless, it will take quite 
a little sum to finish the building with slate roof, 
doors, windows, ete. Much sickness prevails here at 
present. 


P. S. SAILER. 


GEORGIA 


Columbus—There are two Christian 
churches in Columbus, Georgia, and one 
across the Chattahoochee River on the Ala- 
bama side, that is really included in the 
Columbus district. Beulah, which is situ- 
ated on the Alabama side, is progressing 
nicely under the pastorate of Rev. J. W. 
Willingham. He reports a good Sunday- 
school and the work generally is in fine 
shape. North Highlands is situated in the 
northwestern portion of Columbus, near 
four large factories. Rev. P. L. Duke is the 
pastor of this church, and is doing a splen- 
did work. Rev. Mr. Duke is one of the 
most consecrated men in Columbus. Some- 
time ago it was the writer’s pleasure to 
organize a Christian Endeavor society in 
this church. The society now has over 
thirty members, and, with Miss Anderson 
as its president, is doing splendid work. 
Rose Hill is a home mission point, situated 
on the terrace of the hill from which it was 
named, and is in one of the choice residen- 
tial sections of the city. There is no other 
church of any denomination within five 
blocks. We have a $9,000.00 brick struc- 
ture, and about seventy members, five of 
them having been received since the holi- 
days. The Sunday-school enrollment is 150. 
We have a live Christian Endeavor society 
and a working Woman’s Missionary Society. 
The Philatha class of the Sunday-school 
has raised over thirty dollars during the 
past two months for the purpose of beauti- 
fying their Sunday-school room. The church 
has purchased a nice 1917 model piano, and 
is making monthly payments for it. The 
situation as it stands in Columbus is by 
no means easy, but we face the future op- 
timistically, and are trusting in God for 
results. Brethren, pray for us.—B. J. 
EARP. 


ILLINOIS 


Sumner, Jan. 27—The Christian Church 
has lost one of its strongest ministers by 
the death of Rev. G. D. Lawrence. The 
many friends of Rev. J. J, Patterson, of 
Danville, Ill., will be sad to learn that he 
fell on the pavement of the street and broke 
his left limb. The Sumner church seems 
to be hopeful of a revival meeting. Rev. 
A. O. Jacobs, of Olney, was present in both 
services of the Sumner meeting Friday. 
His earnest appeal to the church to be of 
one mind and in one accord was keenly felt. 
Rev. S. Price, pastor of the Pierson church, 
assisted by Mrs. Rev. K. E. Miller, closed 
a very successful meeting at that church 
Sunday evening.—C. W. KERST. 


Bone Gap, Jan. 26—Perhaps I had best 
write a few lines again and give an account 
of myself. On Christmas Day I took rheu- 
matism and was hardly able to carry out 
my work, and on January 15 I took severe 
case of tonsilitis, which has held me indoors 
since. I am much improved and hope to 
return to my usual work the first Sunday 
in February. I regret to miss Hord and 
Texas City. I also missed Poplar, partly 


by their request, as the General Baptists 
were holding their meeting in the near-by 
church. I have had to also postpone helping 
at Bethsaida, Indiana. I am thankful to 
be able to do my work, as I love the work 
of the ministry. I desire your prayers.— 
JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Louisville, Jan. 27—The meeting at Mt. 
Pleasant goes on with interest. Several 
young men have been converted and a large 
class of young people are falling into line 
for the choir. Plans are on foot to organize 
a Christian Endeavor society and a Sunday- 
school. We expect to take a good class of 
members into church. I have their names 
and expect others to come. Several older 
members who had not attended for years 
are working beautifully. There is a better 
spirit of unity and good-will in the com- 
munity. People are responding financially. 
I go next to Antioch, near Smithfield. About 
the twelfth, or middle of February, I go to 
the Northern Conference, near Ashton. I 
learn that the meeting at Louisville is quite 
interesting, with some success.—A. H. B. 


Tuscola, Jan. 26—The Christian Endeav- 
or of Pleasant View have recently elected 
officers for the coming year. They have a 
wide-awake society with splendid talent. Dr. 
C. B. Hershey, of U. C. College, fills an ap- 
pointment for them this coming Sunday. I 
am still in a meeting with the Union Chris- 
tian Chapel brethren. Two have already 
renewed their covenant and one conversion. 
Large crowds and a splendid interest. As 
many as sixty-eight prayers are offered in 
the neighborhood to God in a single day. 
Have the promise of several lining up to- 
night for the Lord. Meeting to continue 
over the Sabbath. A wedding at Milmine 
Wednesday at noon—Mr. Clarence Lefever, 
son of Mr. Frank Lefever, and Miss Grace 
Baumann, fair daughter of Brother and 
Sister Herman Baumann, all of the Chris- 
tian church at Milmine. The groom is 
president of their Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety, and the bride is the chorister of the 
church. Both are splendid young people. 
Sister K. E. Miller is improving from her 
affliction of la grippe. The pastor and 
church at Scotland, Indiana, have extended 
to me a call to hold special services for 
them, beginning January 29. Brethren, 
pray for us.—HOEL. 


IOWA 


Corning, Jan. 22—At Fairview (Taylor 
County) church we have Rev. E. Rhodes as 
our pastor this conference year and every- 
thing is moving along nicely. Just closed 
a two weeks’ series of meetings. Rev. 
Rhodes not being able to get any help in our 
own Church, he secured Rev. Rutt, of Corn- 
ing, and his wife, a talented singer, who so 
ably led us in our song services during the 
meetings. Rev. Rutt preached directly from 
the Bible and followed up his assertions 
with the Scriptures, thereby giving to the 
people a clear conception of what the Bible 
teaches us. He is a forceful speaker and 
a very spiritual preacher, and the result 
was one of the most spiritual and, of course, 
the best meetings we have had in years; 
several conversions and additions to the 
church, besides leaving a good feeling in the 
church. Bro. Rhodes will begin his meet- 
ings at Oak Hill, our sister church near 
here, soon. Many of our old members moved 
away last year, but the Lord seems to be 
able to take care of His work here by giving 
us new members, and added strength to the 
older ones. I wish to send greetings to all 
the brethren at Loucks Grove and. Fair- 
view (Adair County) and also to all I know 
at Wheelers Grove, also to all the ministers 
I have met with so many times in our an- 
nual conference.—D. W. HERRING. 
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INDIANA 


Warren, Jan. 23—A special series of 
meetings, under direction of Rev. W. P. 
Minton, resulted in fifteen conversions at 
Greentown church.—CLARK B. KERSHNER, 
Pastor. 


Kokomo, Jan. 26—Recent communication 
from Sister Jane Spear, of Zion church, 
Clay County, reports their church flourish- 
ing under pastoral care of Rev. Bowman. 
Writer met Rev. W. H. Martin in Mellott 
recently. He is a great favorite among his 
people there. Pastor of our Church in 
Kokomo has been assisting pastor in Young 
America in special services. Indications 
now are that Indiana will be enrolled in 
“dry columns.” House passed Prohibition 
measure seventy to twenty-eight. It is now 
up to Senate. Our new Christian Endeavor 
Society at Farrville gives indication of vir- 


ility and substantial growth. An addition - 


to the church was had at our recent service 
there. We hail with delight the coming of 
W. H. Zenor, of Fairview church—he should 
have been in the ministry long ago. Mrs. 
Monroe Carpenter, of Mellott church, 
should occupy a larger field than her local 
church affords.—R. H. Gort. 


NEW YORK 


Ingleside, Jan. 25—It has been a long 
time since my thoughts have been attracted 
your way. There are some occurrences that 
are worthy of your attention. Many of the 
readers of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
feel interested in the people at Ingleside. 
Our church has prospered for the last year 
and a half by the efficient labor of Rev. 
F. A. Cornell and his faithful wife, to know 
whom would be to love her. Rev. Cornell 
tendered his resignation at our last fellow- 
ship meeting. He has been very successful 
in all the departments of his work. His 
congregations have been good both morn- 
ing and evening. At our Christmas enter- 
tainment he and his wife received a liberal 
purse and other useful presents. He is 
teacher of the Bible class and to-day his 
class of twelve met at the parsonage to pay 
their respects, as the pastor’s time expires 
April 1. We have in our church a young 
man, Lyman Streight, less than seventeen 
years of age, that received a license for the 
ministry last June. He has a bright pros- 
pect for the future. We expect the con- 
ference to be held here the coming June, 
and we are planning for it. Our workers 
are growing less each year. Some die, some 
turn Christian Science, some join the other 
denominations, and some move away. We 
live in a potato country or we would get 
somewhat discouraged at times, but we keep 
on trusting that the Lord will keep the 
hearts of men in a healthy spiritual condi- 
tion, then we can risk the results. The 
names of the persons who attended the din- 
ner at the parsonage are: Rev. and Mrs. 
F. A. Cornell, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Brand, 
Deacon and Mrs. W. D. Blodgett, Deacon 
and Mrs. L. Boggs, Mr. and Mrs. J. Powell, 
Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Tenney, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant Polmantur.—Mrs. M. H. TEN- 
NEY. 


Hartwick—We are happy to say to THE 
HERALD family that good efforts have gone 
forth and God has blessed them in various 
ways. Since the annual session of the New 
York Eastern Conference here May 31, the 
church building has been raised thirty-two 
inches, a basement built underneath seven 
feet and six inches high, with concrete 
walls, and cement blocks from the ground 
up, and concrete floor, finished with steel 
ceiling overhead, and pine ceiling inside the 
side walls, neatly painted with flat white. 
An up-to-date kitchen, furnace room, cleak 
room, and toilet were also built in one end, 
and all lighted with fourteen electric lamps. 
An elegant oak mantle, and mirror, placed 
in one end, a gift of Mrs. Lucinda Wells, 
one of the charter members still living. 
Underneath the mantle is an artificial fire- 
place, lighted with a red electric lamp. A 
new memorial window was placed in the 
front upper room, in honor of the pastor, 
with the following inscription, “Pastor in 





1916, The Revlbert Loucks.” Both rooms 
have been newly papered, thus giving to the 
members, friends, and the public, a durable, 
attractive, and convenient house of worship. 
Sheds have been built, and the lawn graded, 
at a total cost of $2,800.00, and all bills 
paid. Two thousand dollars for the base- 
ment, were a gift of Mrs. Mary Jane Hollis- 
ter, in memory of her parents, who were 
charter members, the balance was raised 
and paid by the societies connected with 
the church, and interested individuals. <A 
solid bronze plate 16x24 inches, in outside 
front wall, with the following inscriptions: 


HARTWICK CHRISTIAN CHURCH MEMORIAL 
for 
HARVEY AND HANNAH MAPLES. 
Presented by Their Daughter, 
Mary JANE MAPLES HOLLISTER, 
August, 1916. ~- 


To Mrs. Mary Jane Hollister, from the members 
and friends of the Hartwick Christian Church: 
GREETING :—Seeing the church of which we are 

members and friends, which we love and which is so 

dear to our hearts and memories, standing on a firm, 
concrete foundation, with a basement and suitable 
rooms beneath for various purposes, we feel so grate- 
ful to you for your expressed interest, your generous 
gift, and your lasting monument to yourself and 
your beloved parents, that we take this occasion and 
use this method to express our appreciation and 
thanks and good wishes. Be it 

Resolved, by our signatures attached hereto, we ex- 
tend to you our thanks, and bear you to God in 
prayer, and wish you many days of health, prosperity, 
happiness, peace, and usefulness. And may God, the 
heavenly Father, from His unlimited fulness, bless 
you, and keep you, make His face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you, and give you peace, now, 
henceforth, and forever. 

Signed by fifty-eight members and friends. 


December 16, the annual church meeting 
was held. A good attendance and many 
responded to the calling of the roll. A feel- 
ing of good fellowship prevailed, and re- 
ports showed excellent progress in all de- 
partments of work. Attendance at all serv- 
ices is good, forty per cent. being men and 
boys. Attention excellent, interest increas- 
ing, and a growing and deepening of spir- 
itual life. The three pastors work har- 
moniously together, and share each other’s 
helpfulness. The Hartwich church stands 
second in the conference minutes in acces- 
sions during the year and in giving for 
missions. We bespeak for it a prosperous, 
useful, community-reforming, soul-saving, 
and God-glorifying ministry. Members of 
THE HERALD, family pray with us, and for 
us, that such may come to pass. Christmas 
was enjoyed by both children and older peo- 
ple, at the church, Saturday evening, De- 
cember 23, with a cantata, entitled, “Santa 
Claus Family,” given by the members of 
the Sunday-school. A well-ladened tree was 
also in evidence, lighted with red and green 
electric lamps, matching the decorations. 
The pastor and wife were remembered with 
a substantial purse. A union watch-meet- 
ing was held in the M. E. church, New 
Year’s Eve, beginning at 8:30. A very in- 
teresting and impressive program was ar- 
ranged and carried out, by the three pas- 
tors, and choirs of the three churches. More 
than 150 were present. During the inter: 
mission, refreshments were served by the 
ladies of the church, and a social time en- 
joyed. At 11: 30, the closing service began, 
consisting of praise and prayer, till 11: 55, 
the congregation standing, the bell tolled 
the Old Year out and rang in the New. 
After the benediction, all departed, feeling 
it was good for them to be there. Monday 
evening, January 1, the men of the church 
served a chowder supper to a large com- 
pany; proceeds $53.60. Being well organ- 
ized, the men proved their abilities to serve 
and entertain, from start to finish. Tues- 
day evening, union prayer service, for the 
Week of Prayer, began in the Christian 
church. Good attendance and interest man- 
ifested. Wednesday evening in the M. E. 
church, still larger attendance and better 
interest. Thursday evening in the Baptist 
church, still larger attendance and a good 
interest manifested. It is hoped these meet- 
ings will lead to special evangelistic meet- 
ings, so much needed among us. Gratefully 
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into effect. Few, if any, intoxicated persons 
are seen, and merchants report a much bet- 
ter business, receiving much more cash 
trade, and moral conditions are becoming 
more and more commendable. Careful ob- 
servers predict Hartwick will remain dry 
for all time. To this we heartily say amen. 
The Laurens church being a part of this 
pastorate, we wish to say it is still living 
and moving forward. Five members were 
added to its membership during the year. 
Attendance is very good. A Christmas din- 
ner was served, a social time enjoyed, a 
Christmas exercise given, and a tree with 
many presents was in evidence.—X. Y. C. 


OHIO 


West Liberty, Jan. 21—A local report 
from the West Liberty meetings says: 


One of the largest audiences gathered at a relig- 
ious service in West Liberty in many years crowded 
the Christian church last night. “The Parents’ 
Obligation to the Child,” was the important subject 
used by Evangelist Helfenstein for one of the most 
convincing and powerful sermons of the campaign. 
The fathers and mothers present were given a new 
vision of their responsibility in setting the right 
example to their children. The father who expects 
the mother to give the child all the religious train- 
ing necessary to bring it up to be an honor to its 
parents surely is having some serious thoughts since 
hearing that sermon. The father whose boy thinks 
he is the best man in town is taking stock of him- 
self to see how his life measures up to such a con- 
fidence. The mother whose only ambition for her 
daughter is that she will stand well in society is 
wondering if, after all, there is not something more 
important in life. The results of last night’s sermon 
will tell many years to come in the lives of the 
children of the parents who were fortunate to hear 
it. There were eight conversions at the service last 
night, making a total of thirty-four thus far as a 
result of the meetings. Rev. Mr. Helfenstein had a 
busy day yesterday. At 8:15 in the morning he 
spoke at the chapel exercises of the public schools. 
The high school literary society heard him at one 
o’clock. At four he held a children’s meeting at 
the church and was on hand, seemingly no worse for 
the wear, for the evening service promptly at seven. 


Murlin Heights—We recently closed a 
three-weeks’ meeting with Brother D. G. 
Pleasant at Crown Point, with splendid re- 
sults. Although the weather was very in- 
clement at times, we had splendid attend- 
ance and a true revival spirit from the first 
service. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
was felt from the beginning and while we 
considered our meeting to be a special evan~ 
gelistic campaign, we feel that from all am. 
pearances Crown Point enjoys a revival the 
whole year round. Brother Pleasant is an 
indefatigable leader, a tireless worker, and 
filled with the Spirit, and the way the good 
people of Crown Point rally around him to 
assist in building up the Master’s Kingdom 
is very remarkable. Such a splendid band 
of Christian workers is seldom found. 
Twenty-two persons united with the church 
and the outlook for the future of Crown 
Point is very promising. The writer has al- 
ways been a firm believer in team work. 
The practice of the Apostlic Church was to 
send them out “two and two.” We have 
never enjoyed in all our evangelistic work 








Watchword and Truth 


“Watchword and Truth” is the name of a splendid 
monthly magazine, devoted to a defense of the truth. 
We have been reading it for twenty-five or more 
years. It does not seek to stand for any particular 
denomination, but it does seek to stand for the truth, 
as given to the Church in the Bible. We commend it 
to our people because it has been a blessing to this 
writer.—From THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 


TIMELY ARTICLES 
On the “Kingdom of God,” the “Second Coming of 
Christ,” “The Church,” “The Bible,” the “Higher 
Criticiem,” “Revelation,” “Christian Science,” and 
modern cults, are now appearing in 
WATCHWORD AND TRUTH 


Edited by Dr. M. A. Matthews, Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Seattle, and Dr. Robert 
Cameron, Seattle. 


£ umple Copies Sent on Request. 
Price, $1.00 per year 


WATCHWORD AND TRUTH, 
P. O. Box 1849, Seattle, Wash. - 
Please send “Watchword and Truth,” at the rate ef 
One Dollar per year, to the following addresses: 
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THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 

THe HERALD oF GOSPEL LIBERTY is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
ee TARP 5 cc veins ce bnvndsdes coscedensees neds tenee $1.75 
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Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 


ed discontinued. 

If you wish your address changed, give both the 
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Always watch your label just after you have paid 
your subscription. If the date is not changed in two 
weeks notify the manager, Mr. Netum Rathbun, 
Cc. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

All '-t+ers on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
Dayton. Ohio. 

Att ** "10N!—All matter intended for the columns 
of this paper should be sent to the Editor of THE 
HERALD OF GosPEL Liserty, Dayton, Ohio.. Do not 
roll, but fold, manuscript. Communications not ac- 
companied by the writer’s name will not be pub- 
lished. Do not write with pencil—write only on 
one side of paper. 





Entered at the Post-office in Dayton, Ohio, as 


second-class matter. 





a more pleasant (Pleasant) cooperation than 
that enjoyed at Crown Point. We are now 
engaged in an evangelistic campaign at 
Mur!.n Heights (Chambersburg). The 
mee,ing opened with splendid interest. Bro. 
Ple tsant is giving us the splendid, old-time 
go;Del sermons and he puts his whole soul 
an; energy into the work. The writer con- 
dt.8ts the music and personal work. We be- 
s’ jak for the ~eeting a splendid success. 
\& know Gol oa .» His part. Brother 
’ peasant and} 3S ot to do our part and 
crough the ~ $ Sthe Holy Spirit in the 


Sves of the & > hope for a great vic- 


wry. Breth > vay for us. “Prayer 
— the * 9s Evangelism gathers it. 
‘he writer; ,  ssist Brother King at 
fouston in 2 ary, and Brother Fred 
Guy Strick’ = << Roseville, in March.— 
G. R. VAN: OS 
oF 
Vaughn's lan. 27—We are glad to 


issues of THE HERALD OF 
the splendid reports from 
the differen. . .rches in our Zion with ref- 
érence to spiritual, soul-saving revivals. 
The Ottawa River Christian church can 
share in the joy that comes by a soul-saving 
revival. Many things were against us. 
Sickness in many homes, blustery weather, 
etc., but the most serious hindrance is in- 
difference among professors and not pos- 
sessors. Yet God has a people in all 
churches that are intensely concerned about 
the salvation of souls and this fact is true 
here. Nine seekers came to the altar of 
prayer and prayed through—all of the seek- 
ers gave clear evidence of being pardoned 
and accepted in Christ Jesus. Their testi- 
mony was distinct and clear. Praise God, 
beloved. When the heart is free from sin’s 
domain, the tongue will speak forth from 
the abundance of the heart. Outside of 
nine seekers for pardon, three united by 
letter. One came to the altar for “the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost,” and he was glori- 
ously blessed. There are yet a goodly num- 
ber that have promised us to come in by 
letter. We have received thirty members in 
the year and one-half of our pastorate here. 
We thank God for the victory wrought in 
Christ Jesus by faith and prayer. When 
we first came here it seemed as if some 
were resting in the already numerical 
strength, but failed somewhat in realizing 
that numbers are not the most reliable test 
of strength—Holy Ghost power is the only 
sure test—to save and keep saved is the 
mission of the Church primarily, and this 
can only be done by cooperation with the 
Holy Ghost. Surely, dear ones, we do a 
wrong to the Christ we profess to love when 
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we take in everything that «gitators would 
whip in line. “Keep unspotted from the 
world.” To win for Christ and eternity, 
we have but one hope, “Christ Jesus, the 
fulness of God.”’ Let us clear the sky above 
by faith in God, instead of church ma- 
chinery that is not lubricated by the unction 
of the Spirit. Pray for us when the Light 
is on.—J. T. AGEMA. 


West Liberty, Jan. 26—The West Liberty 
Christian church has just closed the great- 
est revival in her history. We have no 
statistics to prove this statement as to the 
number of conversions, but the assertion is 
made in reference to the real revival that 
has come to the church as a result of the 
meetings. When our beloved pastor, Rev. 
Thos. C. House, came in November, he be- 
gan at once to plan for a revival and was 
given the hearty cooperation of his mem- 
bers. At his suggestion, we raised a guar- 
antee fund of one hundred dollars and in- 
vited Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, of Urbana, 
Illinois, to assist him. Because of his per- 
sonal friendship with and high personal re- 
gard for Brother House, and because of the 
businesslike method the church adopted in 
the preparations for the meeting, Rev. Hel- 
fenstein accepted. He came January 15, 
and remained eleven days. The meeting was 
announced for a specified number of days 
and a definite date for closing. The church 
could not hold the crowds. On the last two 
nights the members of the church‘held over- 
flow prayer-meetings in the basement of 
the church and yet scores were turned away 
unable to gain admittance to the auditor- 
ium. The meeting resulted in eighty-seven 
conversions and a large number of reconse- 
crations. The special revival services have 
closed. Dr. Helfenstein has come and gone, 
hut the revival has not ended. Because of 
his coming many unhappy homes have been 
made happy. Whole families have been 
converted. Men and women from all walks 
of life have come to Christ. Young 
couples just starting through life together 
have taken Him as their Guide. Business 
men, and boys and girls from the high 
school, have become followers of the lowly 
Nazarene. The faithful members of the 
church, those who have kept the banner of 
the Cross from trailing in the dust in the 
past, have been strengthened. The church 
will hold a higher place in the community 
life of West Liberty and all because a high- 
ly-educated and consecrated young man of 
God came to us and led us out into a 
clearer vision of the higher and holier 
things of life and in his efforts put forth 
having the earnest and prayerful coopera- 
tion of the pastor and members of the 
church. Rev. Helfenstein is a pastor-evan- 
gelist. He, being pastor of a‘large church, 
knows from experience how to conduct a 
revival that will not impose unjust burdens 
upon the regular pastor after the meeting 
closes. His education and training enable 
him to present the gospel in a manner that 
not only reflects credit upon himself but 
upon the Christian denomination as well. 
The financial end of the meetings was very 
easily managed. In addition to the one 
hundred dollars given by the church, a free- 
will offering of sixty-three dollars was made 
to Rev. Helfenstein—M. W. Stour. 


WISCONSIN 


Harmony, Jan. 25—At a series of revival 
meetings held by the writer at this place, 
assisted by Revs. Verne Kegley and Guy 
Bailey, much good has been done, both in 
the salvation of precious souls and in the 
renewal of Christian strength in the class. 
Our meetings began January 4 and ended 
January 14. We were blessed with good 
congregations and good order throughout 
the entire meetings, which proved to the 
writer that people were interested in the 
welfare of their souls. The Lord blessed 


us wonderfully with an outpouring of His 
Spirit and so manifested His love for fallen 
humanity, which was continued throughout 
the entire meeting. Let us pray that the 
Lord will send more laborers into the field, 
a the harvest is great, but the laborers are 
ew. 


We praise the Lord that eleven decid- 
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ed to forsake their sinful ways and accept 
Jesus as their Guide through life. Eight 
of the above renewed their covenant. Three 
were converted, two were added to the 
church roll. We praise God that He is not 
confined to places or numbers, but whoso- 
ever will may come and partake of the 
water of life freely. My prayer is that our 
class here may still continue to labor and 
pray that God will bless them in their ef- 
forts to glorify the name of Jesus at old 
Harmony. I pray God’s blessing upon all 
who are striving to live Christian lives.— 
W. A. ELDER. 





Obituaries 


Notice—Under order of the Board of Trustees, 
after January 1, 1917, all obituaries, not exceeding 
fifty words, will be published free of charge, but for 
every word in excess of fifty, a charge of one cent a 
word will be made. Money should accompany the 
obituary when sent. The editor has no choice to 
favor one or another. If the obituary exceeds fifty 
words and no money accompanies it, the editor must 
cut it down to fifty. Please take notice and govern 
yourself accordingly. 


KENNETH ALLEN KIMBALL, §ssix-months-old 
child of Harry and Carrie Eliott Kimball, died Jan. 
138, 1917, and was buried from the family residence 
in Centerville, Ohio, January 15. Service conducted 
by Rev. Pressley E. Zartmann, of Dayton, assisted by 
Rev. Moon (M. E.), of Centerville. 


FLORA A. BEEBE, wife of David Collar, was 
born in Susquehana County, Pa., April 20, 1858, and 
departed this life at her home in Kalkaska Town- 
ship, January 8, 1917. She was married to David 
Collar, July 4, 1876, moving to Clare County, Mich- 
igan in 1879. In 1887 they moved to Kalkaska 
Township and County, where she spent the remainder 
of her life. To this union were born six daughters 
and one son. Two daughters preceded her to the 
Spirit world. She was: converted in ‘the year .1906 
and she was a charter member of the Evergreen 
Christian church. She leaves to mourn their loss a 
husband, four daughters, one son, fourteen grand- 
children, one brother and sister, besides a host of 
other relatives and friends. The funeral services were 
held January 11, 1917, at the Evergreen Christian 
church, conducted by the writer. Burial in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Kalkaska. 

Harry H. PatrTerson, Pastor. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mr. John Hynes, for fifty years a member of 
Keeps Creek Christian church, near Burrows, Indiana, 
and but for a brief period having residence in 
Logansport, spent his life on the farm, where he 
was born, August 18, 1849. He passed to immortal 
climes Jan. 11, 1917. He leaves to mourn his de- 
parture his beloved wife, Jane Gassaway Hynes; two 
daughters, Miss Alta, who with her mother will re- 
main on the old homestead, and Mrs. John Smith and 
her baby girl, Elizabeth Jane; also three sisters, Mrs. 
Hugh Fitzer, Mrs. William Kennedy, and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Tyner. Funeral services conducted by writer 
in his late home, Sunday morning, Jan. 14, 1917. The 
family name will now become extinct, as he was last 
surviving male member of a large pioneer family. 

R. Gort. 





Official Information 


PASTOR WANTED 


The Christian church at Johnsonsburg, N. J., will 
be in need of a pastor, April 1, 1917. Any minister 
wishing any information can write to J. W. Hart, 
Church Clerk, Johnsonsburg, N. J. 


NOTICE 


As my time for which I engaged as pastor expires 
here April 1, 1917, I am at liberty to engage with 
some church, beginning at that time. Would prefer 
a church in the Tioga River Conference. 


J. O. Porrer. 
Kirkwood, N. Y. 


NOTICE 


The Christian church at Morganville, N. Y., will 
be without a pastor after April 1, 1917. Rev. J. A. 
Foss, our present pastor, who has been with us six 
years, has resigned, to take effect April 1, 1917. 
Any minister desiring information concerning this 
church, address Harry J. Mosher, Morganville, N. Y. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF WORK 


All pastors and members of the Miami Ohio Con- 
ference are asked to forward their gifts for the work 
of Ministerial Relief as early as possible. We hope 
this year to have an offering from each church for 
this worthy work. Send all offerings to J. Lewis 


Reck, Conference Treasurer, Covington, Ohio. 
J. E. Errer, Secretary of Relief. 





